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Lesson for April 2 in this issue 


Lesson 1.—The Church Suffering and Trium- 
phant. Matthew 21:1-16; 1 Peter 4:12-19; 
Revelation 7:9-17. 
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The Living Christ 
By Barbara Cornet Ryberg 


HE tomb where they laid Him is 
empty; 
No grave could contain Him for long; 
Let sighing make way for rejoicing, 
And tears be replaced with a song! 


Ne dead Christ we mourn through the 
ages, 
Bringing flowers and wreaths for His 
grave, 
But living, we worship and serve Him, 
For living He’s mighty to save. 


Dead ears could not hear my petitions, 
Nor dead arms reach down to give life, 
And feet that were silenced forever 
Could not walk with me threugh the 
strife. 


But blest be His name, He is living, 
And death’s day of triumph is o’er, 
Christ lives, and because He is victor, 

1, too, shall have life evermore !- 


ww 
“The Steep Ascent of Heaven” 


How often have we sung of “a noble 
army, men and boys, the matron and the 
maid,” who ‘climbed the steep ascent 
of Heaven through peril, toil and pain”! 


And we have prayed, “Oh, God, to us 
may grace be given to follow in their 
train.” Yet how few of us in sheltered 
America really know what it means to 
face death for Christ’s sake, what we 
would do at the supreme moment, or 
how we would bear up if one of our own 
loved ones was martyred. One of the 
godly matrons whose life was taken not 
long ago on the mission field was Mrs. 
Underwood, who died at the hand of 
masked assassins in Seoul, Korea. Mr. 
and Mrs, Eber Hazelton of the China In- 
land Mission report in their December 
letter from Chungking what Dr. Under- 
wood wrote in reply to expressions of 
sympathy after the death of his wife. “I 
hasten to tell you,” he wrote, “how much 
my sons and I appreciate your sympathy. 

. Attainment of security is not the 
purpose of missions, and missionaries 
who demand security as a condition had 
better stay at home. If our Christian 
people and churches are going to wait 
on security for personnel and for ad- 
vance, then their ideals are so different 
from those of our Lord that their useful- 
ness is more than questionable. I really 
see no great danger. But in God’s name, 
let us go forward. There is a wonderful 
opportunity today. We cannot wait to 
be ‘safe.’” God needs workers today 


“ 


who love “not their lives unto the death” 
(Rev. 12:11). In the January letter of 
the Rev. Herbert M. Griffin, director for 
North America of the China Inland Mis- 
sion, with which the Chungking letter 
was sent out, there is also a glimpse of 
the joy that comes from witnessing for 
Christ on the foreign field. Miss Helen 
Western, well known to many in this 
country, was recovering from a serious 
illness. But Miss Western for a time 
found it impossible to sleep, “and the 
doctor, knowing how essential it was to 
her. recovery that she rest, prayed for 
the first time in his life and in his peti- 
tion he asked God, ‘if there be a God,’ 
to give the patient sleep. Miss Western 
dropped off to sleep without a sedative 
and the superintendent declared his faith 
in Christ.” Dr. Lu now hopes to come 
over to America to visit the Mayo Clinic, 
and Mr. Griffin adds, “As we give thanks 
for God’s work in the heart of this pro- 
fessional man, let us pray that his pro- 
posed visit to America may strengthen 
his faith and be a blessing to him.” It 
is only as we keep “looking unto Jesus 
the author and finisher of our faith” that 
we can endure the trials of the way and 
look forward with joy to the reward 
that He will give to all who serve Him 
faithfully. 
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Ill. The Four Kinds of Prayer 


This is the third of six editorials by Dr. Ernest M. Wadsworth, director 
of the Great Commission Prayer League, condensed from a series entitled 
“The Academy of Prayer” given over radio station WMBI, Chicago. 


E HAVE already considered 

W some definitions of prayer and 

its boundaries, and now we pro- 

ceed to dwell upon the “Four Kinds of 

Prayer,” indicating our God-willed op- 

portunities provided in Christ at the 
Throne of Grace. 

In Ephesians 6:18 we have an intima- 








Comfort for Dark Days 


. “For therein is the righteousness 
of God revealed from faith to faith: 
as it is written, The just shall live 
by faith” (Rom. 1:17). 




















tion of our fourfold privilege in prayer. 
It reads: 

“Praying always with all [kinds of] 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all per- 
a and supplication for 
saints.” 


Thus we have “all prayer” and “all 
saints” laid before us by the apostle to 
the Gentiles. 

There are four kinds of prayer. These 
are all different, and have in view a 
gradation as well as experience in bless- 
ings. They begin with the individual 
and reach out through the family, the 
circle of friends, neighbors, communities, 
the country, and the whole world. They 
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intimate spiritual growth of prayer in- 
terest and spiritual progress. For in 
“all prayer” the soul moves out from 
the little circle of the self-life and its 
needs, to the whole world with its over- 
whelming needs. And these four kinds 
of prayer have their privileges and 
blessings. All pray intuitively; but it 
is a greater thing to pray Scripturally. 
We are exhorted, “Be ye not unwise, 
but understanding what the will of the 
Lord is” (Eph. 5:17). So let us observe 
the will of God and we certainly shall 
be wise. 

What are these four kinds of prayer 
God has opened to us, that our lives 
may be lived in greater nearness to 
Himseif, and made a greater blessing to 
others? The four kinds of prayer are: 
secret, or private prayer; family, or do- 
mestic prayers; social, or companionship 
prayers; and public, or corporate prayers. 

PRIVATE PRAYERS 

Secret prayer is fundamental. Our 
Lord makes this clear in His first words 
on prayer in Matthew 6:6. He says: 

“But thou, when thou prayest, enter 
into thy closet, and when thou hast shut 
thy door, pray to thy Father which is 
in secret; and thy Father which seeth 
in secret shall reward thee openly.” 

Secret prayer is prayer of a soul alone 
with God. God recognizes our need for 
a private audience with Himself. Many 
concerns in life are of a private nature. 
These are not meant for other ears than 
God’s. He has a present, personal in- 
terest in every individual in this world, 
particularly in believers. He deals with 
us as individuals in matters of salvation, 
sanctification, translation to, and settle- 
ment in Heaven. And so in the prayer 
life individual prayers come first. In 
fact, we do not really know how to 
pray in the family and social circle and 
in a public meeting until we have had 
private audiences with the Lord our God. 
We learn in secret how to pray in public. 

Private prayer is the first business 
upon waking. Enter the gates of the day 
with thanksgiving and praise. Give 

Glory to Him who safe has kept, 

And has refreshed you while you slept. 
It is your wisdom to say to God, “My 
voice shalt thou hear in the morning, 
O Lord; in the morning will I direct 
my prayer unto thee, and will look up” 
(Psa. 5:3). 

Prayer is our closest approach to God 
in this world. It is as much our busi- 
ness to seek His face when we wake as 
to rise to labor. There cannot be in 
this world any joy comparable to that 
of having an audience with the Lord 
of all the world. And failure to do so 
habitually is a grievous sin. So many 
evils hangs upon its neglect it would 
be impossible to list them. The family 
suffers, friends are robbed of needful 
good; the Church is denied her most 
needful aid; and the world languishes 
for the want of incalculable benefits that 
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An Important Word to 
Our Subscribers 


Y THE grace of God, and 

through the loyalty of sub- 
scribers and Club Secretaries, the 
widespread ministry of THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times has been maintained 
throughout ninety-one years. It 
has weathered the storms of war- 
time, religious controversies, and 
business depressions. 

Owing to constantly increasing 
costs, both religious and secular 
magazines have raised their sub- 
scription rates in recent years, 
sometimes more than fifty per 
cent. In sixteen years the Tres 
has raised its rates only once — 
eleven per cent on single subscrip- 
tions in 1947. As The Sunday 
School Times Company is an in- 
dependent, business corporation, 
not subsidized in any way, it must 
be operated on a sound basis. In 
order to keep the proper balance 
between income and expense, the 
Board of Directors has decided 
‘hat a further increase in the sub- 
scription price is necessary. 

It is believed that the needed 
result will be accomplished by 
adding 50 cents a year to each sub- 
scription. This amounts to only 
about one cent a week for each 
subscriber, 

Beginning June 1 of this year, 
the new rates will be as follows, 
all stated in U.S.A. dollars: 
Single subscriptions: 

United States $3.00 per year 

Canada 325 “ vs 

Foreign 3.56 * a 
Clubs of five or more: 

United States $2.50 per year 


Canada a. -* * 
Foreign 326 * * 
Short-term subscriptions: 
18 weeks $1.00 


These new rates do not apply to: 

1. Unexpired subscriptions. 

2. Subscription renewals or new 
subscriptions received on or 
before June 1. 

These new rates do apply to: 

1. New subscriptions mailed on 
or after June 1, 

2. Subscriptions, renewable after 
June 1, for which the renewals 
are mailed on or after June 1. 

The Management wishes to ac- 

knowledge with thankfulness the 
faithfulness of the Trmes’ large 
family of readers and Club Secre- 
taries, and express its confidence 
in their continued helpfulness and 
co-operation in this present need. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5 
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descend from God in answer to prayer 
Jeremy Taylor well says: 

“None are so unwilling to pray as they 
that pray seldom; for they that do pray 
often, and with zeal, and passion, and de. 
sire, feel no trouble so great as whey 
they omit their holy office, and hours of 
prayer.” And he goes on to say: ‘“} 
concerns the Devil's interest to keep us 
from all the experience, and the re. 
wards of a frequent and holy prayer; » 
long as you will not try, and taste how 
good and gracious the Lord is to a pray. 
ing man, so long you cannot see the eyjj 
of your coldness and lukewarm state 
But if you would but try, though it b 
but for curiosity’s. sake, and inform 
yourselves in the vanity of things, and 
the truth of pretenses, and the certainty 
of theological propositions, you should 
find yourself taken in a golden snare 
which will tie you to nothing but felic. 
ity, and safety, and holiness, and pleas. 
ure.” 

Private prayer is our first step in a 
life of communion with God. And if 
we do not take this one, we shall miss 
all the others and their blessings. 


FAMILY PRAYERS 


The necessity and advantages of 
prayer in the home have been sadly 
overlooked by the majority of Christian 
parents. Such prayer plays a great 
part in family religion and in the prog- 
ress of God’s cause in the Church and 
the world. It is as necessary for fam- 
ily piety as private prayer is for ad- 
vancing individual piety, 

Abraham and Job, immortal spiritual 
characters, found much of their honor 
from God as a reward of their piety, 
Abraham, man of prayer, is the “father 
of all them that believe” (Rom, 4:11), 
His prayer, “O that Ishmael might live 
before thee!” (Gen. 17:18), is a revela- 
tion of his praying heart. And his con 
cern for Lot is another intimation of 
his spirit of intercession. When God 
said, “Shall I hide from Abraham that 
thing which I do. . .?” he had in mind 
not only that Abraham would become 
great through His grace, but that he 
would “command his children and his 
household after him” (Gen, 18:17, 19). 
Job prayed for his family regularly. If 
he had not done so, it is doubtful if we 
would have had the story of the Lord 
blessing “the latter end of Job.” His 
second family was more honorable and 
more notable than the first. As God's 
wrath is poured out upon the families 
that call not upon His name, so His 
blessing is poured out on them that seek 
His face. “He blesseth the habitation 
of the just” (Prov. 3:33). 

Parents who have family prayers have 
the most reason to expect God’s blessing 
on their families. The rule governing 
in families is the same as that for in- 
dividuals: “Ye have not, because ye 
ask not” (Jas. 4:2). Children in homes 
where family worship is maintained 


(Continued on page 244) 
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The Revival at Wheaton College 


When prayer, confession, and testimony went on continuously 
for thirty-nine hours in Pierce Memorial Chapel 


Twenty Hours; Fervor Grips 

Wheaton Hall; Each Rises To 
Publicly Repent in Spontaneous Revival.” 
These were top headlines in the Chicago 
Daily News on Thursday, February 9, to- 
gether with a large photograph of Wheaton 
students on the front page. Other papers 
made the Wheaton revival front-page 
news. Photos of students on their knees 
in prayer and students giving their tes- 
timonies from the pulpit filled pictorial 
sections of numerous papers. 

Even radio and television stations re- 
ported the revival and its progress on 
their programs. 

It was “the talk of the town.” But 
to God’s people it was a heart-throb- 
bing, soul-stirring answer to prayer. 


Its Outstanding Quality 

That a college revival should claim 
such publicity in press, radio, and tele- 
vision, and command such news interest 
across the nation is a phenomenon that 
Christians cannot quite comprehend. 
Hitherto such items have only elicited 
scorn and ridicule and were definitely 
not of news interest. Skeptics, psychol- 
ogists. and modernists have different 
names for it; but God’s people call it 
an outpouring of the Holy Spirit in con- 
victing power. There was no boisterous 
ecstasy manifest, no riotous emotional- 
ism. In fact, the quiet, holy calm in 
which the Spirit moved was the revival’s 
outstanding quality. Why, then, all this 
publicity? 

We do not know. Even Wheaton offi- 
tials are at a loss to explain it. It seems 
to have been God’s method of arousing 
a lethargic, sin-crazed, hell-bound world, 
for no advertising or publicity of the 


SB rwenty Hundred Students Pray 


‘event had been employed. 


The first evidence that it was known 
outside the Wheaton environs was a call 
to Dr. V. Raymond Edman, president 
of Wheaton College, from a Chicago 
Tribune reporter, who said, “I hear there 
is a revival going on in your college.” 
The Tribune promptly made a front-page 
article of it. The Chicago Daily News 
made a bigger event of it through a 
Christian reporter. Thus the news 
Spread through the Associated Press. 

Another noteworthy observation may 
be mentioned here. When reporters 
and photographers swept through the 
Wheaton campus during the revival, in- 
tent on their business, they seemed to 
feel that they were treading on- holy 
ground. Courtesy and respect were 
noticeable in most of them. 

But how did the revivai start? What 
tfaused fun-loving, wholesome, vigorous 
young people in a Christian college sud- 


“I suppose you have been hearing 
by radio and press of the Lord’s 
working here,” wrote one Wheaton 
student to his parents. “Probably 
there is some distortion of the facts, 
for the natural man can hardly be 
expected to fully understand spir- 
itual things. During one of the meet- 
ings one reporter who had just heard 
a particularly powerful testimony, 
turned to someone beside him and 
asked, ‘How do I put this in words?’ 
Vocabulary is not adequate even for 
us who know the Lord. All are 
agreed it was just the ... power 
of God, for some of those who have 
gotten right with the Lord were the 
ones that were known for utter dis- 
interest and hardness of heart... . 
Dr. Edman has well said that it is 
not for us alone —it is for America, 
and so the prayer is that it might 
spread.” 


Mrs. Hazel Thomson, who has writ- 
ten a number of articles for The Sun- 
day School Times and other Chris- 
tian journals, has been in touch with 
the leaders at Wheaton College, and 
now gives to Times readers a con- 
densed story of what happened on 
the Wheaton campus during those 
memorable days early in February. 








denly to be conscious of sin? What 
created the heart-searching repentance 
and confessions among hundreds of stu- 
dents who were professed Christians? 

Perhaps it dates back to the preceding 
week when a similar revival broke out 
among the 190 Wheaton Academy stu- 
dents. It was the prelude to the college 
revival. The Rev. Robert Gilbert, di- 
rector of the Academy, said: “When I 
was a boy on the farm, we cleared the 
woodland by gathering the small brush 
and twigs. The small twigs started the 
big fire. As James puts it, ‘Behold, how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth.’” 
Thus the revival flame at the Academy 
spread the next week on the College 
campus where it burst into a full-fledged 
conflagration. 

When Mr. Gilbert invited Dr. Torrey 
Johnson of Chicago to conduct the semi- 
annual evangelistic service: at the Acad- 
emy, he said: “Most of.the students are 
Christians. Dwell on the deeper life in 
your sermons.” 

But as the services progressed, stu- 
dents began to doubt whether they were 
actually saved. Many of them, having 
been reared in Christian homes, some of 
them faculty children, came for assur- 
ance of salvation. Over half of the stu- 


By HAZEL THOMSON 


dent body were dealt with personally 
for assurance of salvation. 

As one boy stated it, “I wanted to be 
sure that I was saved.” 

Compulsory attendance at the chapel 
services brought out the whole student 
body; but the evening services, which 
were not obligatory, crowded out the 
chapel. Students felt impelled to come, 
and parents, college students, and 
friends also came. 

On the second night of the meetings, 
with a very simple service, and no press- 
ing invitation, fifty to seventy-five stu- 
dents came forward. “It was like open- 
ing the cork of a bottle,” one teacher 
said. Faculty members responded and 
mothers of students responded. There 
was a burden for “getting right with 
God.” 

Sins were confessed. Some had been 
stealing money from their roommates; 
others had cheated in exams; some had 
been very critical of the faculty. None 
of them Were gross sins, but sin — little 
ones, medium-sized ones, white ones — 
had suddenly become so exceedingly sin- 
ful. 

“It was the little sins,” testified one, 
“that were robbing me of victory and 
peace.” 

Confession and restoration were not 
an easy matter with some of the stu- 
dents. They often involved terrific 
struggle. As one student put it, “It was 
the hardest thing I have ever had to 
do.” Another one said, “The Holy Spirit 
shook me from my boots up !” 

A member of the Academy’s male quar- 
tette, reared in a Christian home, said: 
“I always figured I’d be a preacher or 
missionary some day, but that was far 
in the future. I have been convicted 
that I am to serve God now with my 
youth and vigor, and He has all of me 
now.” 


Seme of the Fruit 

During the campaign five young men 
volunteered for the ministry and be- 
tween thirty and forty dedicated their 
lives for missionary service. 

“There has been nothing like this in 
the Academy’s history,” commented Mr, 
Gilbert. 

This renewed and enthusiastic group 
of students came in four bus loads to 
the Midwest Bible Church in Chicago 
a week later, telling what God had done 
for them. Several responded at the clos- 
ing invitation, one a father of college 
students who was not certain he was 
Saved, but wanted the assurance these 
students possessed. 

With a number of College students 
attending the Academy revival and even 
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responding to the invitation, the impact 
was felt in the College services that be- 
gan the following Sunday. 

It is quite coincidental that the human 
instruments God used to forward His 
cause were both named Johnson ! 

The Rev. Edwin Johnson, pastor of 
the First Mission Covenant Church of 
Seattle, came to the College with a bur- 
den for revival. He had just come from 
a preacher’s revival in a Seattle minis- 
terial group, where ministers of the Gos- 
pel confessed their sins and got right 
with each other. 

But on that first Sunday night, with 
the gymnasium filled to capacity, noth- 
ing unusual happened. Only one re- 
sponded to the invitation. 

Tuesday was a day of prayer, but not 
until Wednesday did the revival break. 
At the evening service, Dr. Edman asked 
for a few testimonies. One young man 
confessed his coldness of heart and criti- 
cisms of the faculty. That did it! The 
meeting continued all that night, all day 
Thursday, all night Thursday. Prayer 
groups were held all over the campus; 
conviction of sin would result both 
among the students as well as the fac- 
ulty; when things had been settled the 
students would go to the chapel to tell 
what the Lord had done for them. Some 
of them waited from six to seven hours 
to testify. Some had violated college 
rules on worldly amusements; some had 
secretly smoked; others had displayed 
envy and jealousy, and most of them 
confessed to the sin of pride. 

One outstanding athletic leader on the 
football team confessed that he had not 
lived an exemplary life. His testimony 
led a whole group of athletes to get right 
with God. 

Dr. and Mrs. Edman with other faculty 
members spent hours day and night deal- 
ing with repentant seekers. 

With curiosity seekers and outsiders 
invading the campus, Dr, Edman felt 
that it was becoming a “notorious” af- 
fair: and after thirty-nine hours of con- 
tinued prayer, repentance, confessions, 
and testimonies, classes were resumed 
on Friday morning. 

But the revival did not stop! Ac- 
cording to the plan, the evangelist was 
to discontinue the services on Sunday 
evening. He could not leave until Wed- 
nesday afternoon. The burden of sin 
prevailed. Much counseling was neces- 
sary. Nothing could stop the Spirit of 
God from working. In fact, one of the 
worst ice storms in that area raged dur- 
ing the week, causing Wheaton’s electri- 
cal supply to be cut off. But the meet- 
ings continued in candlelight! 

The changed atmosphere surging 
through the campus was like “a little 
bit of Heaven” coming down to earth. 
Even the basketball game on Saturday 
evening became a love-feast. The sweet- 
ness of spirit dominated every activity. 

Nor did the revival keep within 
Wheaton’'s bounds, 

On Friday evening some Northerr. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
Baptist Seminary students from Chicago 
attended. They were convicted of sin, 
went back to their campus and testified 
and confessed. A revival broke out 
among future Baptist’ preachers and 
missionaries that kept on for days. 

Student nurses from West Suburban 
Hospital in’ Chicago, which is affiliated 
with Wheaton College, came from their 
classes and the revival spirit spread in 
the hospital. 

A minister’s daughter went back to 
her father’s church in Bay City, Mich., 
and told of what God was doing at 
Wheaton, The revival became contagious 
there also and the meeting lasted until 
3 a.m, 

The College choir was on their annual 
tour in the South when they heard of 
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the revival “at home.” They: were 
stirred that on their next stop the re. 
vival spirit was evident in the chure 
service at Louisville. 

Though no records were kept of the 
actual results of the revival, numerois 
conversions were reported, besides the 
many other momentous decisions, 

God has been gracious in visiting 
Wheaton College with a revival approxi. 
mately every seven years; but while 
evangelical forces have felt its impact 
and influence, the world has never taken 
notice of it until now. But God wants 
it to know, and surely He is using the 
revival at Wheaton as a powerful means 
of arousing the unconverted and bring. 
ing careless Christians back to Himself, 


CHICAGO, 


IV. Jesus Christ in the Midst 


In the midst of His own—the center and source 
of true fellowship and effective prayer 


HUS far, we have seen Jesus Christ 
in the midst of the doctors, as the 
source and center of all true knowledge; 
in the midst of sinners, as the center 
and source of salvation; in the midst 
of His disciples on the resurrection day, 
as the source and secret of resurrection 
life and power. At this time, wé shall 
consider another use of the expression, 
“in the midst,” as it is applied to Jesus 
Christ. It is found in Matthew 18: 18-20 
(R.V.), “Verily I say unto you 
That if two of you shall agree on earth 
as touching anything that they shall ask, 
it shall be done for them of my Father 
who is in heaven. For where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them.” Here 
is a tremendous statement, or promise, 
made by the Lord, in which He speaks 
of Himself as being “in the midst” of 
His own people as the source and center 
of true fellowship and effective prayer. 
There are two things in this verse that 
particularly impressed me. I think I 
can best describe them under the cap- 
tions, “The Needs of a Small Minority” 
and “His Presence the Secret of Victory.” 


Tue NEEDS OF A SMALL MINORITY 


It is well worth the effort to try to 
think ourselves back into the circum- 
stances which that little band of apostles 
faced as they were sent out to proclaim 
the way of salvation. They were a tiny 
group, but the Lord’s promise provided 
for “only two or three.” They faced 
the entire world of paganism completely 
dominated by the powers of evil. It 
was a world that had sunk to the lowest 
levels of superstition and idolatry and 
immorality of the grossest kind, and, as 
the Lord knew. they would meet bitter 
hatred and intense persecution, even as 
He was facing then, for the same forces 
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that were so shortly to bring about His 
death on the cross would later be turned 
against them, and some of them, within 
a few years, would be called on to lay 
down their lives and win a martyr’ 
crown. In the face of this opposition, 
they were without financial resources, 
without any outstanding leaders, and, 
from the world’s viewpoint, with only 
scanty equipment in the way of educa- 
tion and intellectual attainment. There 
was, however, one distinguishing fea- 
ture about them that set them apart from 
all other men —as the Lord said a little 
later, “Ye have not chosen me, but! 
have chosen you, and ordained you" 
(John 15:16). However the world might 
regard.them, they were not a haphazard 
group of men, but those chosen by a 
master mind, who knew all men and 
what was in man (John 2:24, 25) and 
had a definite plan and purpose for each 
one of them and a purpose that He knew 
each one would be enabled, by His grace, 
to fulfill. 


His PRESENCE THE SECRET OF VICTORY 
To meet the need of that tiny minority 


-of which we have just been thinking 


there was one provision. To meet the 
need, as it faced an overwhelming ma- 
jority to be measured by the world 
population, by the universal practices of 
idolatry and superstition, and by the un- 
speakable moral conditions of all man- 
kind, the Lord gave one provision alone, 
and that was sufficient, for it was the 
promise of His presence, and where He 
is, there is victory, there is power, and 
there is always spiritual life and prog- 
ress. A group of zeros of themselves 
can do nothing, but with the figure 
“one” before them they become hun- 
dreds of thousands, or millions, and 
more, 
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Lesson for April 2 


“If God be for us, who can be against 
us?” This promise contained certain 
conditions that were necessary for its 
fulfillment, but the remarkable thing is 
that those conditions were so simply 
stated and could be so easily met, You 
will notice that the promise of His pres- 
ence was in no way conditional on large 
numbers, on impressive surroundings, or 
on stately rituals, nor was it in any way 
conditioned by geographical or by social 
position. The only condition was that 
the two or three, whoever and where€%er 
they might be, should be gathered to- 
gether, to quote the Lord’s words, “in 
my name.” To be gathered in His name 
means to gather in: absolute dependence 
upon Him and upon His atoning work 
for access into the presence of God, for 
it is only as Jesus Christ is reeognized 
as Saviour and Lord that we have any 
right to approach into the holy presence 
of Almighty God. To gather “in His 
name” also means that those who do so 
meet there in absolute sincerity of pur- 
pose, to learn, to know, and then to do 
His will, in order that He may be glo- 
rified and that His purposes may be ful- 
filled in and through them. 

These four ideas—absolute depend- 
ence upon Christ Jesus, absolute sincer- 
ity of purpose, the desire of the heart 
to do His will, and the desire to glorify 
Him in all things, are the prerequisites 
or the necessary conditions that the Lord 
has set forth as essential if we are to 
be made conscious of His presence and 
to engage in prevailing and effective 
prayer. These conditicns cut away self- 
ish motives or self-interest, and, when 
these conditions are met, the prayers 
offered go right into the ear of God who 
is more ready to give than we are to 
receive. 

As these conditions are met, they open 
the way for the fulfillment of the tre- 
mendous promise that the Lord made. 
This_promise was twofold. The first part, 
“as touching anything,” reminds us that 
no detail is too small to be beneath His 
notice, no question too personal, and no 
issue too great to be presented to Him 
and to'come within the purview of this 
gracious promise. Every sphere of the 
lives of those men, their material needs, 
the guidance and wisdom to make the 
right -decisions in connection with the 
proclamation of the Gospel and the es- 
fablishment ‘and organization of the 
Church, the courage and faith that 
would be needed to carry them through 
the persecution, the imprisonments, and 
all that lay before them — everything — 
Was provided for ‘in this one clause, The 
second part is, “There am I in the midst 
of them.” He did ‘not say, “I may be,” 
or, “I will be.” He put the words in the 
most emphatic way possible, “There am 
lin the midst of them.” Think what 
that meant to those men. In times of 
loneliness, as they were imprisoned by 
the. enemies, or as they journeyed on 
the lonely missions, they were to have 
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the consciousness and the experience of 
His abiding presence so that loneliness 
would be forever banished. In times of 
uncertainty, when they could not know 
what lay immediately ahead and when 
they could be easily bewildered by catch 
questions put to them by magistrates 
and prosecutors, the needed guidance 
and wisdom were to be theirs because He 
was to be there to speak to them and 
through them and to guide them at all 
times. In places of danger, and what 
those dangers would be the Lord knew 
—“in perils of rivers, in perils of rob- 
bers, in perils from my countrymen, in 
perils from the Gentiles, in perils in the 
city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils 
in the sea, in perils among false breth- 
ren; in labor and travail, in watchings 
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings 
often, in cold and nakedness” (2 Cor. 
11:26, 27, R.V.)—amid all such they 
were to have the overshadowing protec- 
tion of His presence, for He was to be 
there, and when He is there no danger 
can harm. In times of weakness His 
strength was to be made perfect in and 
through their weakness, so that, wher- 
ever they went, the Lord would indeed 
lead them in a triumphal procession and 
make manifest through them the savor 
of His knowledge in every place (2 Cor. 
2:14), and in place of seeming defeat, he 
would find victory, for He who had 
overcome all would be there. 


Now, as then, the forces of evil and 
sin arrayed against us are infinitely 
greater than our capacities for with- 
standing them, if we seek to do so in 
our own strength. We need, and we 
often find that we desperately need, to 
experience the assurance which His 
presence always brings with it. To 
know that He is with us is to know that 
whatever appearances may be, the real- 
ity is that we are on the winning side. 
With the realization of His presence and 
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the fellowship with Him which always 
accompanies it, a blessing is received in 
our hearts which manifests itself in a 
new surge of joy —the joy of the Lord, 
which is our strength, and a new inflow 
of power which enables us to go forward 
in the struggle with confidence that He 
will never leave us nor forsake us, When 
He is in our midst we take hold of Him 
in renewed faith and appropriate His 
promises and His purposes, claiming 
their fulfillment in our own lives and 
proving anew that He who has promised 
is faithful and cannot deny Himself, 

I am constantly meeting people who 
complain that they never get their 
prayers answered and are never con- 
scious of the presence of the Lord with 
them. To such, all that I can say is 
that, if that is true, it is a clear indica- 
tion that they have not yet met the con- 
ditions that the Lord Himself has laid 
down as being necessary. The realiza- 
tion of His presence and the joy that 
it brings are the right of every true 
child of God; they are a right that must 
be experienced and made use of if our 
lives are going to measure up to what 
He has made possible and what He de- 
sires from us. When we are conscious 
of these as the abiding realities of our 
lives, being in the minority or being 
conscious of the forces that are arrayed 
against us no longer has the result of 
causing us to be discouraged or to fear, 
for when He is in the midst the assur- 
ance and the experience of victory are 
certain. 

Our Father who art in Heaven, teach 
us we pray by Thy Spirit to enter into 
the fulfillment of this gracious promise 
of Thy Son, that in and through Him 
our lives may be fragrant and well- 
pleasing unto Thee and a source of bless- 
ing to others. In His name we pray. 
Amen. 


(To be continued) 


Ill. The Mexican Indian Mission 
at Work Among the Indians 


Visiting outlying villages 


HE next day Mr. Morales, Tom, and I 

went off early in the morning to visit 
Gene Baron in La Ceiba. This village 
is a miserable, dirty place, although sit- 
uated in a valley with beautiful moun- 
tains all about it: Miss Baron has had 
a great deal of persecution.. We found 
her alone, as her Indian helper, Clara, 
had gone to the convention at Tama- 
zunchale. I saw the tar on the door of 
her little bamboo, one-room house which 
had been spread there in preparation 
for the burning of the place one night 
by the enemies of the Gospel. The flash- 
ing of her light had scared them off, 
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however. The little group of believer: 
here has dwindled to about six. Th« 
others stay away from the meetings be- 
cause of the threatenings from thei: 
fellow villagers. We went about with 
Miss Baron, stopping in the homes of 
some who had shown a friendly disposi- 
tion. All of these homes were the poor-- 
est that I had seen and the people 
seemed to be living in the lowest stages 
of poverty. In spite of the persecution, 
Miss Baron and Mr. Fountain were both 
optimistic; but it seemed to me that if 
the work is to continue there, much bet- 
ter living quarters are needed. Right 
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next door is the only decent house in 
the town and, strangely enough, the 
owner, who carries on a retail selliny 
establishment, is kindly disposed ani 
there is a possibility that this property 
could be obtained for a little over $1.000 

We are soon back in Huauchinanzo 
and Tom and I made several calls in 
the homes of the Christian members of 
the congregation. It was my privilege 
to speak to the congregation again and 
to observe closely the opportunities 
which are innumerable in the vicinity. 

We rose very early one morning and 
the entire family went off long before 
dawn to Tamazunchale, where the con- 
vention and annual meeting were to be 
held. Again we traveled for several 
hours along the great International 
Highway, most of the time going around 
great mountain curves and being con- 
fronted with one breath-taking si¢ht 
after another. The early morning sun- 
rise was most magnificent and we stop- 
ped to take pictures of it. 

The Dales had arranged a three-day 
and two-night trip into the villages. Not 
much preparation was required. other 
than the packing of some blankets and 
boiled drinking water. My luggage con- 
sisted of a raincoat, rubbers. fcuntain 
pen, memorandum book, New ‘Testa- 
ment, sun glasses, and tooth brush. We 
started off on a large jeep-like car, 
loaded with passengers and a great as- 
sortment of luggage. The so-called road 
was the roughest I have ever been on, 
and, as we went along, lizards scam- 
pered across the road, strange, beautiful 
birds flew about us, and the ever-present 
abundance of gnats, mosquitoes, and 
ticks helped to keep the trip from get- 
ting monotonous. John Dale, Mr. Al- 
virez, Mr. Lara, a Mexican rancher and 
a fine Christian, Miguel Ramirez, 
one of the workers, and Baptista, 
a boy from the Bible school, made 
up our party. Before Mr. Lara talks 
business to a man, he witnesses to 
him of the good news of the Gospel. 
What a stir would be caused in our 
own land if all businessmen were 
to follow the same practice! Here 
we got a clear view of some of the 
hardships of the Indians as we saw 
them at work on their little patches 
of land struggling to eke out an ex- 
istence. Many of the Indians do 
their farming with crude, wooden, 
hand implements on the mountain- 
side at angles so precipitous that 
one is amazed to see how they can 
keep their equilibrium: We had net 


been out very long before our 
worker and others wrested a ma- 
chete from the hands of two 


drunken Indians who were endeav- 
oring to settle a dispute in the road, 

Reaching the outskirts of Chapul- 
huacanito, we left the car and 
climbed a hill on which is the 
church of the local congregation. 
We deposited our luggage in an 
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adjoining three-room house used by 
the deaconess. The congregation had 
built and paid for this building them- 
selves. This practice is encouraged at 
all times by the Mexican Indian Mission. 
After a visit to the very interesting native 
market, we were all glad to have a short 
siesta lying on the benches in the church. 
We visited many homes of the congre- 
gation, and Miguel Ramirez was anxious 
to call upon as many families as pos- 
sible because he oversees the congrega- 
tion here. The homes are very humble, 
made for the most part of bamboo walls 
with thatched roofs of grass. The floors 
are dirt. pressed down with much walk- 
ing about, and what food is available is 
kept in a bag hung from the rafters with 
a half gourd above it to prevent the rats 
from running or jumping into it. Just 
a table and a few low chairs constitute 
the furnishings. Usually there is a hole 
in the ground in which the fire is made, 
resulting in a rather stifling atmosphere. 
A sincere effort was always made to en- 
tertain us with coffee, sugar cane, an 
ear of corn, a sweet bun, and at times 
for regular meals a good chicken stew 
with the ever-present tortillas. We al- 
ways read the Scripture in our visits, 
gave a brief expository word, sang a 
hymn, and offered prayer. We alter- 
nated in this. and it was a blessed éx- 
perience to have this fellowship with 
the Aztec Indians away off in these re- 
mote mountain sections of Mexico. Fine 
meetings were held in the afternoon and 
evening, with about 150 people packing 
the church. Both Mr, Alvirez and I 
preached, with John Dale interpreting 
for me. 

After a very early meeting one morn- 
ing we went off to another village over 
rocky mountain passes. Horses had been 


A typical scene along Mexico's roads. 
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brought along by Baptista, the boy from 
the Bible schvol, which were owned by 
Mr, Lara and he and I rode while the 
rest walked. It is the only possible 
means of travel in these mountains, We 
went up and down trails filled with 
great stones, with sharp drops some. 
times of as much as two feet—and ] 
discovered why horses have four feet! 














After a few hours we saw our village a 
hidden away in a valley amid the moun. of as 
tajns, and we arrived at Huitzitzilingg, uP * 
A round of visits to the homes Of those moue 
who have been translated out of the privil 
kingdom of the Evil One into the King. "0 





dom of the Lord Jesus Christ is, of 
course, on the program. We had a great 
overflow meeting in the evening, whete 
once again Mr. Alvirez and I preached 
and the worker, Mr. Ramirez, also inter. 
preted both messages into Aztec. 

The time had arrived when I must 
leave Tamazunchale, and Miss Timbets 
a missionary, and I took a small, five 
passenger plane (quite ready for the 
junk pile) for the village of Huejutla, 
where I was to transfer to another plane 
(not very much better) for Tantoyuca 
Miss Timbers was met by a boy ftoth her 
village of La Capilla. She and he would 
walk into the town twelve miles away 
While awaiting my plane, we walked 
about the town of Huejutla, which has 
through the years, she told me, been 
very antagonistic to the Gospel. Time 
after time the Mission had sought to 
penetrate this town, but had been so 
constantly rebuffed that they had aban- 
doned the idea up to the present and 
continued to make it a matter of prayer 
that in God’s time a door would be 
opened. The people about looked for- 
bidding, and there was not the custom. 
ary friendly greeting that we had en 
countered in so many other places, 

Soon I was in the home of Morris 
Shirk, where Mrs, Shirk was busy pre- 
paring a meal for us. Sonya, David, and 
Miriam were soon in our midst. Tan- 
toyuca is a mountainous town whete 
very few visitors from.America or else. 
where would come. It is noted for its 
unusual Sunday markets. Thousands 
come ih from the outlying villages, and 
a wholesale and retail business is cat- 
ried on. This Sunday market presents 
quite a problem with missionaries and 
Christians. I spoke to three meetings, in 
one of which was a fine crowd of pet 
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Huasteca tribe and all of the messages § ¥@ ul 
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here also that Miss Van Reed is located § “tpts 
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Lesson for April 2 


already started teaching one of the girls 
fow to help in the clinic and another 
dri how to aid in giving injections. 
Here again the nurse finds plenty to do 


land a great door is open for the good 


news of the Gospel. 


As I lay back in the comfortable seat 
of a great Constellation plane flying bigh 
up in the cleuds on the way home, I 
thought over and over again of the happy 
privilege that had been mine; of the 
verse that had given quietness to the 
hearts of Mrs. Jaeger and myself before 
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I left on this trip: “He that goeth forth 
and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him” (Psa. 126: 
6): of the returning now to loved ones 
and friends; of the “sheaves” of which 
the verse above had spoken; of those 
who had been won for Him — the sheaves 
indeed: of the 260 congregations under 
the Mexican Indian “Mission: of the more 
than 6.000 baptized believers left be- 
hind; and I did rejoice, yes, am rejoic- 
ing, and will rejoice. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


How the Oldest Isaiah Manuscript Was Found 


Its date ond its variations from the King James text 


Sunday School Times readers will recall Dr. 
published in the Times of March 26, 
In this present article he discusses the significance of the reported 


article on the Isaiah manuscript, 


1949. 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 
Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of The Sunday School Times 


Free’s earlier and fuller 


“differences” between the text of this oldest manuscript and that of the 
King James Version of the Scriptures. 


OST archaeological discoveries are 

made by organized expeditions that 
lay out in squares the surface of the 
mound of an ancient buried city and 
then carefully excavate, going down 
level by level and recording the objects 
that are found. Sometimes discoveries 
are made, however, merely by accident. 
Years ago a small boy in Jerusalem, 
playing truant from school (according 
to one version of the account), went 
down to the Pool of Siloam to play. 
He fell into the water, and, in scram- 
bling oyt, noticed the letters of an an- 
cient inscription. The news of the ex- 
istence of this inscription came to the 
attention of archaeologists, and Jater A. 
H. Sayce, the British archacologist, 
copied. and translated the six-line record, 
It proved to be an account of the dig- 
ging of the tunnel, which opens into 
the Pool of Siloam. This. tunnel! is 
evidently the one which Hezekiah caused 
to be constructed about 700 B.C., in or- 
der to bring water inside of the walled 
tity of Jerusalem (referred to in 2 Kings 
2:20 and 2 Chron. 32:30). 

One of the very significant finds. of 
tecent days, the new Isaiah manuscript, 
was ultimately discovered, not by an 
arehaeologist or even by a truant school- 
boy, but as a result of the wanderings 
undertaken by, of all creatures, a stray- 
ing goat. From earlier reports we have 
known that Bedouins had brought the 
Isaiah manuscript and some other manu- 
scripts to the Syrian Orthodox Convent 
at Jerusalem, and in turn it was taken 
to the American School of Oriental Re- 
Search in the same city, where it was 
Photographed and studied by John 
Trever. (For a summary of the signifi- 
tance of the Isaiah manuscript, see the 


‘found 


writer’s recently published book, Febru- 
ary, 1950, on “Archaeology and Bible 
History,” Yan Kampen Press, Wheaton, 
Ill., $5, pp. 205-207). 

Further details, now made known, 
bring us the added information that a 
Bedouin, searching for a lost goat near 
the north end of the Dead Sea, came 
upon the cave.* which contained a num- 
ber of scrolls, one of which proved to 
be the Isaiah manuscript. Subsequently 
this Bedouin and a companion brought 
them to Bethichem and later to Jeru- 
salem, as noted above. 


Date of the Isaiah Manuscript 

N EXAMINATION of the cave in 
which the Isaiah manuscript was 
revealed the remains of some 
forty jars, which must be dated in the 
second or first centuries B.C..3 accord- 
ing to W. F, Albright of Johns Hopkins 
University: O, R, Sellers of McCormick 
Theological Seminary: and Lankester 
Harding, chief curatur of Antiquities of 
the Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan 
(the new name for the territory for- 
merly known as Trans-Jordan). This 
pottery dating is strong supporting evi- 
dence for Albright’s date of 100 B.C. 
for the Isaiah manuscript.4 


Variants in the Isaiah Manuscript 
OME newspaper articles have been 


somewhat misleading when they 
have reported that there are “hundreds 
of differences” between the 2,000-year- 
old Isaiah manuscript and the text of 
the King James Version of the Bible. 
The reader is liable to be misled into 
thinking that the Isaiah manuscript con- 
tains a text that differs considerably 
from the texts on which our English 
translations were based. Actually this 
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is not the case at all. A detailed study 
of the variations in the Isaiah manu- 
script has been made by Millar Burrows 
of Yale University.» The largest propor- 
tion of these so-called “hundreds of dif- 
ferences” amount to nothing more than 
variations in spellings, and are no more 
significant than the differences between 
the two spellings “harbor” and “harbour” 
in the English language. 

The proportion of variations which are 
only a matter of spelling is demonstrated 
by the fact that Professor Burrows’ arti- 
cle deals with variations in pages 196- 
211 of the Journal of Biblical Literature, 
and of these sixteen and one-half pages, 
ten of them (pp. 196-205) concern matters 
of spelling only, and the remaining five 
and one-half pages, dealing with mor- 
phology and syntax, include many vari- 
ations, which amount to little more than 
spelling (variations comparable to the 
difference between “he leads” and “he 
leadeth” in English). Elsewhere Bur- 
rows has pointed out that there is in 
the Isaiah manuscript “nothing which 
can be called a major addition or omis- 
sion.” 


WHEATON, ILL, 


‘For further details and significance of the 
Siloam tunnel and inscription, see the writer's 
book, “Archaeology and Bible History,”’ Van 
Kampen Press, Wheaton, Ill., $5, pp. 211, 212. 

* “Archaeological News and Views,” “Bibli- 
cal Archaeologist,’’ Vol. XII, No. 8, Sept., 1949, 
p. 64. 


® Ibid. 

‘For summary of other evidence for the 
early date of the Isaiah manuscript, see the 
writer’s book, referred to in footnote 1, pp. 
205, 206 

* “Orthography, 
the St. 
of Biblical Literature,” Vol. 
Sept., 1949, pp. 195-211. 

* “Biblical Archaeologist,” Vol. 
Sept., 1948, pp. 60, 61. 


Morphology, and Syntax of 
Mark’s Isaiah Manuscript,” “Journal 
LXVIII, Part III, 


XI, No. 3, 


Mw 


Skagway, the Goal of the 1950 
Christian Fellowship Tour 


Eb name Skagway is inseparably 
linked with the history and develop- 
ment of the “Great Country” that to- 
day we call Alaska. Skagway’s popu- 
lation today numbers only a few 
hundred, but, in 1897-98, it was a busy, 
booming town through which passed 
most of the “Klondike Rush” to reach 
the newly discovered, rich deposits of 
gold along the Yukon River. Today, 
Skagway is pretty much of a ghost town, 
but it is filled with memories of nearly 
every important American official that 
has visited Alaska. These memories 
center around the Pullen House, still 
maintained as a hostelry for travelers. 
In the gold rush days, Mrs, Martha 
Pullen went to Skagway with some 
eighteen head of horses, which had to 
be swum ashore, and which she then 
leased to prospectors to carry their 
(Continued on page 245) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





E death of Dr. Walter A. Maier 
has removed a freatly used servant 
of Christ, an almost irreplaceable 
one. He had all the qualifications, both 
of spiritual character and intellect. for 
the task to which he was called, and was 
at time of death broadcasting to fifty 
countries in thirty-six languages at a 
contributed cost of $1,500,000 annually. 
Never could it have gone on if the Lord 
Himself had not been back of it. Yet how 
little recognition his death has brought 
forth, especially in the liberal theological 
press. 

The mighty transmitter, Radio Luxem- 
bourg, set up almost a spiritual under- 
ground by sending the Gospel through 
Dr. Maier into Iron Curtain countries. 
Letters smuggled out of Red territory, 
as well as thousands of communications 
from refugees, reveal the tremendous 
hunger for the Gospel to which he min- 
istered. Thus, Polish reports indicate 
that these messages in Polish were the 
only religious services that millions 
heard. Red officials, indeed, had re- 
moved private radios from the villages, 
leaving only one central radio equipped 
with some thirty-five loud-speakers in 
the homes. So complete is regimenta- 
tion ! 

But many of these official control men, 
Communists though they are, have be- 
come so interested in the Gospel that 
every week they tune in and let the 
village folk listen. Friday, the time of 
Dr. Maier’s broadcast in Polish, became 
Sunday for great numbers who other- 
wise would not have heard God's Word. 
“Our program is scheduled for 11.30 
a.m., and, long before that, shopkeepers 
close their stores and farmers leave their 
fields to gather at homes connected with 
the central radio by loud-speakers. So 
great is the attendance that for every 
person reached in free Poland before the 
war, we now reach a thousand in Red- 
controlled Poland. One writes from 
Nowa Cerkiew, Poland: “In our village 
we have one radio and thirty-four loud- 


speakers. I am in charge of the radio. 
and every Friday I tune in to your 
broadcast. In this way the whole village 
listens.” 


There was a man sent from God 
whose name was Walter Maier, the vox 
clamantis in the spiritual wilderness of 
Eastern Europe and indeed the world 
over. And he was but fifty-six when 
he passed to his reward! 


Dr. Max Reich, one of the founders 
and long president of the Hebrew Chris- 
tian Alliance, was brought up in the 
strictest circle of orthodox Judaism, and, 
when he left it to follow Christ, was cut 
off from his patrimony, proscribed in the 
synagogue, and cursed by his dying 


mother. He owed his interest in Christ 
primarily to John Crane. foreman in a 
printing firm in London, where he 
worked as an apprentice. “I was greatly 
drawn to him. His sweetness of temper 
under provocation, his quietness of spirit 
amidst the hubbub of opposing voices, 
his high sense of duty, faithful in that 
which was least, and his nobility of bear- 
ing impressed me much. We had many 
talks together on our walks home after 
work, and when, one evening, I timidly 
asked him to tell me the secret of his 
life, he answered in one word, ‘Jesus.’” 

Later Max Reich wandered into a Sal- 
vation Army meeting and heard one of 
the daughters of General Booth speak 
on the raising of Lazarus. He was pro- 
foundly moved, as if he had been in the 
awful Presence before whom all sin and 
evil is naked and open. One midsum- 
mer’s evening following, he bowed his 
knees believingly to confess Jesus as 
Saviour and Lord. “The heavens opened 
over me, and I became absolutely sure 
of Christ. of His being in the highest 
glory.” 

Followed vears of evangelistic work in 
lumber camps of Ontario; also in Mich- 
igan, Iowa, and Kansas. He tells of 
renting a farmer’s cart and preaching 
from it daily throughout a summer in 
front of the post office in Topeka. But 
his most notable ministry was in the 
line of Christian literature and exposi- 
tion, some of which is being published 
posthumously (“Sweet Singer of Israel,” 
Moody Press, Chicago 10; $2). From his 
own pen came his epitaph (he is buried 
in the Fallsington. Pa., Friends Meet- 
ing House graveyard): 

I do not want an epitaph upon my grave. 

I know too well death levels all — 

Wise, fool, king, slave. 

But if you really think it well, when I am 

gone, 

To note how I have lived on earth, 

Say this alone: 

“He fought a losing fight until this truth 

he learned: 

The life in Christ is God’s free gift, and 

never earned.” 

The pious Jew treasures few things 
more than a handful of earth from the 
Holy Land to be put under his head 
when he is laid to rest. Max Reich had 
a better pillow — the bosom of the Holy 
One. 


We Have a Roman Catholic Secretary 
of the Navy.—A squadron of Naval Air 
Reserve planes was sent a hundred miles 
from the United States Naval Air Station 
in Willow Grove, Pa., to participate in a 
Catholic procession honoring St. Therese. 
In the Roman Catholic Our Sunday 
Visitor, under -a picture of four priests 
and a United States naval officer, one 
reads: “Kneeling before the high altar 


By ERNEST GORDON 


in the Cathedral of Santiago de Com. 
postella in Spain, an American naval of- 
ficer presents an American flag to the 
church on behalf of sailors belonging to 
the Mediterranean fleet who visited the 
famous Spanish shrine. The national 
flag was presented as a ioken of respect 
for this Christian nation.” 

On September 11, 1949, United States 
Ambassador Claude Bowers presented a 
United States flag “to adorn the image 
of the Virgin of Carmen” in the Cathe. 
dral of Santiago, Chile. He was accom. 
panied in this act by Col. Charles W, 
McCarthy, militery attaché, and Col, J, 
P. Themas, air force attaché. The lat. 
ter carried the flag during the ceremony, 
In his speech, the Ambassador, standing 
by the high altar, said that “thirty-five 
million Catholics in the United States ex. 
pressed their desire ‘o have the Stars and 
Stripes hang forever before the image 
of the Virgin of Carmen.” El Mercurio, 
newspaper, states that the flag was sent 
by St. Matthew's Cathedral in Washing. 
ton—some difference from thirty-five 
million Catholics! It was blessed by 
Cardinal Caro of Santiago. 


The Aglipayans, seceders from the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in the Philippines, 
were at first loosely attached to Uni- 
tarianism. Now they are joining them- 
selves to the Episcopal Church and the 
Revs. Messrs. Reyes and Aquilar are te 
be consecrated as_ bishops. But the 
Episcopal mission in the Philippines is 
ritualist and clerical. I recall a mission 
sale in a New England Episcopalian 
church of products made in one of its 
Filipino mission schools. Among other 
things were cocktail doilies! We hope 
that the Aglipayans. whose number runs 
into hundreds of thousands, may yet 
receive the Scriptures and evangelical 
instruction, if. not from the Episcopal 
mission, then from others. 


A Conference for World Evangelization 
was held last August in Beatenburg in 
Switzerland with representatives of sev- 
enteen nationalities present. Among the 
speakers were Bishop Linton of Persia, 
many German pastors and evangelists, 
Professor Serr of the new French evan- 
gelical seminary in Aix-en-Provence, 
and others. Beatenburg _ sustains — the 
Pharos Mission in Marseilles led by M. 
René Bloch, a Hebrew-Christian, judging 
from his name, and is seeking to arouse 
interest in the establishment of a Bible 
institute in Salzburg in: Austria. It is 
interesting to learn that the Beatenburg 
Bible School has sent a group of its stu- 
dents, who are excellent workmen, to 
repair the wartime-injured’ buildings of 
the French Bible Institute at Nogent- 
sur-Marne (outside of Paris.) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. APRIL 2. THE CHURCH SUFFERING AND TRIUMPHANT 


Matthew 21:1-16; 1 Peter 4:12-19; Revelation 7:9-17; printed text, 1 Peter 4:12, 13; Revelation 7:9-17 
Golden Text.—If we suffer, we shall also reign with him.—2 Tim. 2:12 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Pet. 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened 
unto you: 

13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's suffer- 
ings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also 
with exceeding joy. 

Rev. 7:9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which 
no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 

10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God 
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 

11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about 
the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on 
their faces, and worshipped God, 


giving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are 
these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? 

14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, 
These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of {!:e Lamb 

15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him 
day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne 
shall dwell among them. 

16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither 
shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 

17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed 
them, and shall lead them into living fountains of waters: and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanks- 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Lift.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

T SEEMS unfortunate that the Les- 
| son. Committee has linked together 

two passeges of Scripture, in ‘his 
instance, which refer to altogether dif- 
ferent companies of saints. Peter wrote 
to and of Christians in this dispensa- 
tion. John, in the Revelation, makes 
it clear that the “great multitude” of 
chapter 7 are those who will be saved 
in the time of the Great Tribulation after 
the Chiirch of this age has been caught 
ip to be with the Lord (1 Thess, 4:13- 
18). However, it is safe to recognize 
the principle that while any particular 
Scripture has but one exact interpre- 
tation, it may have many applications. 
Inasmuch as all the saved of any age 
or ‘dispensation are redeemed to God by 
the precious blood of Christ, what. is 
predicated of the Tribulation saints is 
also true of believers in this age of 
grace. So rather than occupy teachers 
and students with a lengthy explana- 
tion concerning God’s dealing with His 
people in thé various dispensations, it 
will, perhaps, be best to stress what God 
has in store for the Church of God when 
her time of suffering for Christ’s sake 
shall be ended. The blessedness into 
which the heavenly saints will enter at 
the “coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and by our gathering together unto him” 
(2 Thess. 2:1) will cause all their prés- 
ent griefs and afflictions to fade into in- 
Significance. While salvation is abso- 
lutely by grace alone, yet rich rewards 
are promised for faithful service. The 
Measure in which we are identified with 
Christ in the day of His rejection will 
determine the place we shall have in 
His coming Kingdom. In that day un- 
doubtedly many of us will look back 
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with deepest regret, as we reflect upon 
our selfishness and lack of devotion to 
Christ while here in the place of testi- 
mony. On the other hand, no one will 
consider any sacrifice to have been too 
great that was the result of true love 
for our blessed Lord. 


The Historical Setting 

The Apostle Peter wrote his first Epis- 
tle very near to the time of Paul’s mar- 
tyrdom. In it the Spirit of God sought 
to prepare the saints for the great per- 
secutions which imperial Rome carried 
on for more than two centuries, during 
which. time untold thousands of Chris- 
tians sealed their testimony with their 
blood. The Apostle John wrote the Book 
of the Revelation in the last decade of 
the first century of the Christian Era. 
He was a prisoner, under the reign of 
Domitian, on the Isle of Patmos in the 
Aegean Sea. at the time. From the fourth 
chapter on, his: Book is made up largely 
of events which will take place in 
Heaven and upon earth between the 
rapture of the church and Christ's sec- 
ond advent. 


Verse by Verse 

1 Pet. 4:12.—“Think it not strange.” 
The mystery of suffering has perplexed 
many all down through the ages. It is 
part of man’s sad inheritance because of 
sin having come into the world, and in 
this life the child of God is not exempt 
from pain, sorrow, and anguish. But 
the suffering of believers is all ordained 
of God to work out for blessing. Through 
this ministry of suffering we are enabled 
to understand better what our Lord went 
through for us when in this scene. He 
was “a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief.” God uses suffering to keep 
us from sin (1 Pet. 4:1; 2 Cor. 12:7), and 
as a means of chastening and discipline 


(Heb. 12:6-11) whereby we are mad. 
more like our blessed Lord. 

Verse 13.—“Partakers of Christ’s suf. 
ferings.” As we suffer because of faith 
fulness to His name and devotion to His 
cause, we enjoy a very real sense of fel. 
lowship with Him who is hated still by 
the world that rejects His testimony. 
The reward is sure and will make us 
forget all our light affliction in the en- 
joyment of the “eternal weight of glory” 
(2 Cor. 4:17). 


Rev. 7:9.—“A great multitude, which 
no man could number.” This vast a: 
sembly will be won for Christ in the 
dark days of the Great Tribulation, as 
a result of the preaching of the Gospel 
of the Kingdom by chosen messengers, 
who will carry the announcement of the 
coming King throughout the world. 


Verse 10.—‘Salvation to our God ... 
and unto the Lamb.” The saints give all 
honor and glory to God the Father and 
to the Lord Jesus Christ for the salvation 
which they enjoy through divine grace. 


Verse 11.—“And all the angels stood 
round about the throne ... and fell... 
on their faces, and worshipped God.” 
While these glorious, unfallen beings 
cannot themselves participate in the song 
of redemption, because they are not 
numbered among those saved from their 
sins by the blood of Christ, they never- 
theless rejoice in the manifestation of 
the mercy of God in giving His Son 
as a propitiation for a sinful race. 

Verse 12.—“Saying, Amen.” We use 
this word very lightly at times. It is 
always used with great solemnity in 
Holy Scripture. Literally it means: 
“Let it be established,” and as spoken 
by the angels implies their full accord 
with the divine plan of redemption. 

Verse 13.—“What are these which are 
arrayed in white robes? and whence 
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came they?” These questions, addressed 
to John by ope of the elders, were in- 
tended to draw attention to the peculiar 
character of the white-robed multitude, 
as distinguished from the Church of this 
age, to which both John and his ques- 
tioner belonged. 

Verse 14.—“These are they which came 
out of great tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb.” In the 
Greek text there are two definite arti- 
cles, which do not appear in the Author- 
ized Version. Literally, the passage 
should read: “the tribulation, the great 
one.” This makes it clear that the ref- 
erence is not to those who have tri- 
umphed over such tribulations as all 
saints pass through, but indicates one 
particular class, who will be exposed to 
the horrors of the Great Tribulation pre- 
dicted in many parts of Scripture (Matt. 
24:21; Dan. 12:1). However, the passage 
may be applied to all believers, for all 
have been saved by the same precious 
blood and sustained by the same grace. 

Verse 15—“He that sitteth on the 
throne shall dwell among them.” Liter- 
ally, shall spread His tabernacle over 
them, thus bringing them into fullness 
of blessing in the glorious millennial day. 

Verse 16.—“They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more.” Their sor- 
rows and sufferings forever past, they 
will enjoy uninterruptedly the favor of 
Him for whom once they endured per- 
secution in the day of Satan’s rage and 
opposition. 

Verse 17.—“The Lamb which is in the 
midst of the throne shall feed them,” 
or shepherd them, leading them to “liv- 
ing fountains of waters,” and His own 
blessed hand “shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes.” A comparison of Isa- 
iah 49:9-11 with these last three verses 
of our lesson will make it clear that 
both passages refer to the same people. 


The Heart of the Lesson ' 


The letters of Peter were addressed 
primarily to Christian Jews of the Dis- 
persion, scattered throughout the vari- 
ous countries of western Asia. Exposed 
to danger on every hand, they did not 
need to be surprised at the sufferings 
they were to be called upon to endure. 
Rather were they to account it an honor 
to suffer for Christ’s sake; but they were 
to be careful not to bring upon them- 
selves needless distress because of any 
ill-behavior on their part. As they thus 
endeavored to honor the Lord who had 
redeemed them, they could count on 
Him for sustaining grace in every hour 
of trial and testing, assured that they 
were kept by His almighty power and 
that He would never forsake those who 
put their trust in Him and walked in 
o>edience to His revealed will. The 
Bcok of the Revelation sets before us the 
final outcome of the conflict between 

ood and evil. In due time righteous- 
ness will triumph and all who have suf- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. March 26.—The Church in Rome. 
Romans 1:1, 7-15; 15:22-29; 16; 
Acts 27 and 28; Philippians 1:12- 
20; 4:22. (In this order) 


Next Week’s Lesson 


2. April 9.—The Power of the Resur- 
rection (Easter). 1 Corinthians 15; 
Luke 24:1-12. (In this order.) 








fered for Christ’s sake will be rewarded 

richly. 

Lesson Outline 

1. Partakers of Christ’s sufferings (1 Pet. 
4:12, 13a) 

2. Reward when Christ returns (v. 13b) 

3. Tribulation saints (Rev. 7:9, 10) 

4. Angelic worshipers (vs, 11, 12) 

5. Kingdom blessing (vs. 13-17) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

“God Shall Wipe Away All Tears.” 
This promise is given to both the earthly 
and the heavenly saints: that is, both to 
those who will be caught up to meet the 
Lord in the air at His return and will 
have their part in the heavenly King- 
dom, and also to those who will enjoy 
the blessings of Messiah’s reign here on 
earth. The former are before us in 
Revelation 21:4; the latter in Revelation 
We. 


Summaries and Applications 

Peter has much to say about suffering, 
because this is the common lot of all who 
pass through this world. 

It is natural for us to imagine that our 
personal trials are strange and uncalled 
for, but we should remember that all 
believers have to endure affliction even 
as our Lord forewarned us. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
OW do Christians generally regard 
their “fiery” trials? : 

2. What is the purpose of the fiery 
trials? 

3. What sort of fiery trials did the 
Apostle Peter have in mind here? 

4. What high privilege is involved in 
these fiery trials? 

5. Why will the fellow sufferers of 
Christ rejoice at the appearing of His 
glory? 

6. What company is described in the 
Revelation passage of the lesson? 

7. How can we reconcile the “great 
multitude, which no man could number” 
with Matthew 7:14? 

8. What is the antecedent of the 
“therefore” in Revelation 7:15? 

9. What significance can be attached 
to the fact that our Lord is so often re- 
ferred to as the Lamb in Revelation? 

10. What beautiful structure is appar- 
ent in verses 16 and 17? 

(Answers on page 240) 
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Redeemed sinners, saved by grace, can 
join together in a song which angels can- 
not share. Only those who have washed 
their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb can praise Him as 
their redeemer. 

We are told that all who will “live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse- 
cution” (2 Tim, 3:12). Therefore, if we 
are not the objects of persecution by this 
Christ-rejecting world, we may well 
question our personal piety and testi- 
mony. 

WINONA LAKE, IND. 
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From the Platform’ 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, receive our praise 
and thanksgiving for all who have suf- 
fered to be true to Thee, We enjoy many 
blessings because they were faithful. 
Help us, therefore, to be faithful, too, 
that Thy cause may be maintained and 
Thy truth passed on to those who come 
after us: Remember, Lord, all who, for 
the Gospel’s sake, now suffer trial and 
testing. Turn their afflictions to good 
for themselves and for others. Support 
them by Thy promises and Thy presence, 
and deliver them in Thine own way and 
time. Bless our study today. Use it to 
make us all stronger in faith and firmer 
in loyalty to Thee. Forgive our sin and 
failure in the past, and in every test 
make us more than conquerors through 
Him who loved us and gave Himself 
for us. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever sui- 
fered anything for being a Christian? 
If not, it may be that you do not fly 
your colors openly enough and stand 


WITH HIM 


firmly enough as a Christian. When you 
do, you will sometimes meet with scorn, 
with opposition, and with trouble. When 
that happens, remember these three 
things. 

First, remember, as Peter tells us, 
there is nothing strange about Chris- 
tians having to suffer at times.. This is 
a world that crucified our Saviour, and 
in many hearts still there is hate for 
Him and all for which He stands. So, 
when we are true to Him, we can ex- 
pect to feel the hatred of the enemies of 
Christ. It is a part of a true Christian's 
experience in a world of sin. 

Next, remember it is an honor to suf- 
fer something for Christ. When they led 
John Huss to the stake five hundred 
years ago, he exclaimed, as they bound 
him with ropes and chain, “My Lord was 
bound for my sake. Why should I be 
ashamed to be bound for His sake?” 
Huss knew it was an honor to suffer for 
Christ’s sake. That is what Peter meant 
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Lesson for April 2 


when he wrote, “Rejoice, inasmuch as 
ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings.” 
That is an honor. 

Last of all when it hurts te serve Christ, 
remember that great is your reward in 
Heaven. “If we suffer,” says our Golden 
Text, “we shall also reign with him.” 
Our heavenly reward then will make 
our earthly trials seem very slight. So, 

Let us press on in patient self-denial, 

Accept the hardship, shrink not from 

Our oman lies beyond the hour of trial, 

Our crown, beyond the cross. 

Vancouver, B. C., Can, 


» 
The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“Beloved, think it not strange” (1 Pet. 
4:12).—If John can be called the apostle 
of love, and Paul, the apostle of faith, 
Peter should be called the apostle of 
suffering, for he has much to say about 
the sufferings of Christ, and the suffer- 
ings of Christians. 

By using that endearing term “be- 
loved,” before saying anything about the 
trials, it seems tu me that the apostle 
is reminding all believers that they are 
loved by the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, with a pure, divine, and eternal 
love. Trials are not intended to shake 
our confidence in such unchanging love. 
(See Rom. 8:35-39.) Yet many Chris- 
tians say, in substance, “If I am one of 
the beloved of the household of faith, 
why are these trials allowed to overtake 
me?” They do the very thing the apostle 
enjoins them not to do. “Think it not 
strange” — or, in other words, “Do not 
be surprised when troubles come.” The 
godly prophets of the Old Testament 
suffered (Luke 6:22, 23); the Lord Him- 
self suffered (Mark 9:31); the apostles 
suffered (2 Cor, 4:8-11); the early Chris- 
tians suffered. We must not expect to 
escape that which is the common lot of 
the people of God. We should rather 
be surprised if we were not privileged 
to suffer shame for His name. 

Must I be carried to the skies 

On flowery beds of ease, 
While others fought to win the prize, 
And sailed through bloody seas? 

“I know a place where the sun shines 
every day,” says Franklin D. Elmer, Jr. 
‘Perhaps you are interested in finding 
it, too. It is a narrow area in the deserts 
of northern Chile, between the high 
Andes and the Pacific Ocean. Rain so 
seldom falls that one can truly say, ‘It 
hever rains here; the sun always shines.’ 
Morning after morning the sun shines 
brilliantly over the mountains to the 
east; each noon it shines brightly down 
from overhead; evening brings a pic- 
turesque sunset. 

“Although storms are often seen rag- 
ing high in the mountains, and heavy 
fog banks are observed far out over 
the sea, the sun continues to shine down 
o this favored and protected strip of 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ' TIMES 


“One would imagine this area to be 
an earthly paradise; but it is not. In- 
stead, it is a sterile and desolate desert! 
There are no streams of water, and noth- 
ing grows there. 

“Too often we long for tctal sunshine 
and joy in life. We have wished to be 
rid of burdensome resporsibilities. But, 
like the sunny, un ertile part of Chile, 
life without its trials would not be cre- 
ative, productive, or challenging. We 
need sunshine and showers.” 

“Concerning the fiery trial which is 
to try you” (v. 12).—Weymouth renders 
it: “Finding that that scorching flame 
of persecution is raging among you to 
put you to the test The Lord 
knows us perfectly: but we do not know 
ourselves. King Solomon was aware of 
the fact that it takes trials to make every 
man “know the plague of his own heart” 
(1 Kings 8:38, 39). 

I like the incident which Mrs. Mildred 
Huffman relates about the lad who was 
sailing his first boat when suddenly the 
string dropped from his hand, and in 
spite of his frantic attempts to regain 
it, the boat was soon far beyond his 
reach. He then appealed to his older 
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brother to get it back for him. With- 
out comment the bigger boy picked up 
rocks and began throwing them just be- 
yond the boat. It seemed to the little 
fellow that his brother paid no atten- 
tion to his pleas—in fact, it looked as 
though he were making matters worse. 
But then the lad noticed that the’ first 
rock had hit the water and set up a little 
wave. Each succeeding rock added to 
the waves that were bringing the little 
boat nearer and nearer to shore. The 
thing that threatened destruction saved 
the little boat. It may seem that dis- 
aster follows disaster many times in our 
lives. And there is no apparent reason 
for it. But the wave that seems to mean 
complete disaster may in reality bring 
us closer to God. 

“But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are par- 
takers of Christ’s sufferings” (v. 13).— 
The sufferings which wrought atonement 
were Christ’s alone. No human could 
share those sufferings with Him. Only 
a person possessing essential deity could 
endure such infinite sufferings. It was 
“by himself” that He made purification 
for sins (Heb. 1:3). But believers can 
be, and are, partakers (or sharers) in 


gjoice, inasmuch asye are 
partahkers of Christ's sufferings; that, 


whan his élory shall be revealed. ye may * 
ba glad also with exceading joy.” 4:13") 
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the sufferings heaped upon the Lord 
Jesus Christ by men, before He went to 
the cross. The Lord said to His disci- 
ples: “Remember the word that I said 
unto you, The servant is not greater than 


his lord. If they have persecuted me, 
they will also persecute you...” (John 
15: 20). 


A Christian was compelled to watch 
another Christian suffer violent perse- 
cution at the hands of wicked men. 
When asked: “What do you think of 
that?” she answered, “I see Christ suf- 
fering in one of His members!” 

“When his glory shall be revealed ,. .” 
(v. 13).—The same blessed person who 
suffered as no other person ever suffered 
shall one day be manifested in His own 
glory, and the glory of the Father and 
the glory of the holy angels; and be- 
lievers shall be manifested with Him 
(Col. 3:4). The suffering Church shall 
then be seen as the Church triumphant! 
Then we shall be glad with exceeding 
joy! 

“Lo, a great multitude, which no man 
could number...” (Rev. 7:9).—This vast 
multitude shall come out of the Great 
Tribulation (Matt. 24:21). They will 
know what it means to endure trials and 
persecutions, but when the Lord Jesus 
returns to establish His Kingdom, they, 
too, shall be glad with exceeding joy 
that they were counted worthy to suffer 
shame for His name! 


Wawona, CALIF, 
w 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we’re going to talk about 

Heaven today. Perhaps you are not 
too much interested, for you have given 
the place very little thought, and even 
when you did think of it, it was some- 
thing very hazy and unreal, a kind of 
fairy story place, or like the giant’s cas- 
tle at the top of Jack’s beanstalk. But, 
fellows, Heaven is very real — more real 
than the earth you live upon, and vastly 
more permanent, for Heaven is eternal. 
It is strange that we do not think more 
about Heaven, for if we are real Chris- 
tians that is where we will spend eter- 
nity, and usually we are much interested 
in some place we expect to make our 
permanent home. Too, there is so much 
information in God’s Word about Heaven 
that none of us need be entirely igno- 
rant concerning it. 

In our lesson schedule we have come 
today to the Book of the Revelation, and 
it is filled with the most thrilling ac- 
counts of this marvelous place. Some 
of the descriptions have symbols and 
imagery that we cannot understand, but 
there is enough in plain and simple lan- 
guage to make us know that it is very 
wonderful —in fact, so wonderful that 
no human mind can take it all in. Our 
capacity for comprehending even our 
imagination, will have to be greatly ex- 
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panded when we arrive upon its tran- 
scendant scenes and activities. As earth- 
bound mortals we delight in art and the 
natural scenery God has prepared for 
our enjoyment here, but our eyesight 
and appreciation will have to be tre- 
mendously enlarged to take in the pano- 
rama of beauty and splendor that will 
open before us there. We love music; 
it entertains and refreshes us; it fur- 
nishes an outlet for our emotions like 
nothing else; but the music of Heaven 
will be so sweet and so uplifting that 
new and larger audition chambers will 
have to be opened up in our music-lov- 
ing souls to appreciate it. We are fas- 
cinated by the explorations of science, 
finding almost unbelievable powers that 
have lain around undiscovered and un- 
used through the ages; but these are 
insignificant in contrast to the powers 
that will amaze us in Heaven. 

Some years ago an editor wrote a 
sketch entitled, “When I Die.” It be- 
gan this way: “When I die I shall ac- 
complish in the millionth of the twin- 
kling of an eye that which science 
through the ages has been unable to 
achieve. I shall have learned the secrets 
of the universe. Unfettered, I shall have 
proceeded to the farthest star of the 
universal nebulae. . . . Knowledge of 
the infinite will be mine when I die. 
While loved ones gather around, perhaps 
to mourn, I shall know that in the 
heavens are many mansions. I have seen 
them on dark nights as I have contem- 
plated the skies. And beyond those are 
countless more. On Asterion may my 
spirit rest, or I may pass through gates 
of pearl into a home of golden thor- 
oughfares on a star the light of which 
has not yet reached the world wherein 
I had my being... 


“When I die, though no shackles bind 
me, there will continue the ties of love 
which endure when the heart no longer 
throbs, warm blood no more to course 
through arteries that withered as twi- 
light neared, the soul to soar in timeless 
flight. Thus I shall not be detached 
from the things of precious memory; 
ages passing as swiftly as an instant 
is told by the hourglass within the gar- 
den’s lovely walls. I may view from the 
firmament of space the tread, the disso- 
lution and the resurrection of those 
whom I left behind... . 

“When I die I shall mingle with kings 
who loved their fellow. men on earth, 
with commoners whose exalted works 
placed them near the throne on high 
(through a Saviour’s grace!). Trillions 
who have gone to dust to rise again 
will pass before me, and I will know 
them all; for souls may remain as indi- 
viduals, yet they are as one, even as 
the sea is the assembling of drops of 
water drawn together through nature's 
powers, . . I shall have no ills of 
body and my mind will prove serene in 
the knowledge that through the Atone- 
ment I shall be admitted to eternal joys. 
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I will suffer no hunger or thirst, nor 
will I endure distress for lack of shelter 
as I pass over extensive distances on the 
wings of night, unhindered by the ele. 
ments.” 

There was some more, but space here 
forbids. The editor’s name was R. E 
Josh Wilson, writer for the Wichita 
Beacon, Shortly afterward he passed 
through the gates of pearl he wrote 
about. He had been doing some serious 
thinking about Heaven, and I do not 
doubt had gotten much information and 
inspiration from the Book of the Reve. 
lation and other parts of the New Tes. 
tament. 

Fellows, is this not worth thinking 
a lot about? 

Fontana Dam, N. C, 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C, Smith 
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Lesson for April 2 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
y four illustrations. 

Not the Reward, but the Lord.—If we 
suffer, we shall also reign with him 
(2 Tim. 2:12, Golden Text). The first Vic- 
toria crosses were awarded in Hyde 
Park, London, in 1857. The following 
is a description of one of the incidents 
of their awarding: “A veteran, terribly 
maimed, came up to receive his medal, 
and the Queen, flinging down the medal, 
turned her back upon the troops, and, 
covering her face with her hands, burst 
into tears. All the while the maimed 
man stood still; then the Queen recov- 
ered her composure and pinned the 
medal to his coat. As she did so she 
spoke some words to him, and the sol- 
dier’s answer was: ‘God bless Your 
Majesty; we’d bear it all again for Queen 
and country.’” It was not the medal 
itself that brought joy to the soldier’s 
heart, but the fact that his service for 
the Empire was recognized at the hand 
of his sovereign. Likewise it is not the 
reward of the Christian that will be his 
chief delight, but rather the Lord, from 
whom he receives the “crown of life.”— 
From the King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


The Value of the Fire—Think it not 
strange concerning the fiery trial which 
is to try you (1 Pet. 4:12). Our Father, 
who seeks to perfect His saints in holi- 
ness, knows the value of the refiner’s 
fire. An earnest Christian worker had 
been treated most unkindly, and was 
erying brckenheartedly, when a neigh- 
bor came in, and, laying a hand on her 
shoulder, said quietly, “Why, Mrs. ——, 
you’re wriggling.” Lifting her head the 
other replied, “I don't think this is a 
time to be funny.” “Oh, I am not that. 
But don’t you know that God has per- 
mitted this trouble to touch you be- 
cause He sees something in your life 
that grieves Him, and He has put you 
in the furnace. When a goldsmith puts 
gold into the crucible, and the fire be- 
gins to work on the dross, it begins to 
wriggle and wriggle, and as the dross is 
burned out it gets quieter, until at last 
the surface is so calm that the refiner 
sees his own face reflected, and puts out 
the fire."—Told by a friend. Sent by 
M. H, James, Toronto, Can. Prize illus- 
tration, . 


On the Lookout.—That, when his glory 
shall be revealed. ye may be glad also 
with exceeding joy (1 Pet. 4:13). We 
remember sailing over a beautiful lake 
in Switzerland, journeying to the vil- 
lage at its opposite end. Again and again 
as the circling hills shut in about us, 
the further shore seemed close at hand, 
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and our destination nearly reached. But 
rounding the projecting point, the aspect 
would change, the mountains would 
part once more, and another broad ex- 
panse of water lie stretched out before 
us. Thus by a singular peculiarity of 
the landscape, the journey’s end seemed 
always imminent, yet always receding. 
It was striking to observe how this fea- 
ture of the journey affected the voy- 
agers. Not a passenger was found at the 
ship’s stern, gazing backward. Everyone 
was on the lookout, all eyes bent for- 
ward in eager expectation, till the har- 
bor was reached. Now all the commands 
and promises of God put us on the look- 
out. Every grand juncture of fulfilling 
history sets.us on the watch to discern 
whether the day-dawn is not approach- 
ing, whether the eternal hills are not 
closing in to bring the end of the age. — 
From Dr. A. J. Gordon. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Both Are Necessary.—Rejoice, inas- 
much as ye are partakers of Christ’s 
sufferings; that, when his glory shall be 
revealed, ye may be glad also with ex- 
ceeding joy (1 Pet. 4:13). A Christian’s 
experience is like a rainbow, made up 
of drops of grief of earth, and beams 
of the bliss of heaven.—F rom C. H. Spur- 
geon, in “Feathers for Arrows.” Sent 
by E,. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Have You Thanked Him?—And cried 
with a loud voice, saying. Salvation to 
our God which sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb (Rev. 7:10). Dur- 
ing the war a minister, going along a 
street in London, saw a wounded British 
soldier painfully hobbling along. Stop- 
ping him, the minister astonished the 
soldier by saying, “Thank you for being 
wounded for me.” The man could only 
look his surprise. People had sent him 
cigarettes, and had given him entertain- 
ment, but no one before had ever 
thanked him for what he had suffered 
on others’ behalf. Then the minister 
continued, “I know Someone who was 
wounded for you.” “Wounded for me, 
sir?” said the soldier, now more sur- 
prised. “Who could that be?” “It was 
our Lord Jesus,” replied the minister. 
“The Bible says, ‘He was wounded for 
our transgressions.’” With that the man 
of God was on his way, leaving the sol- 
dier to think about the One who was 
wounded for him. I wonder if he ever 
thanked the Saviour.—From J, E. Harris. 
in The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


What Gave Her Courage?—These are 
they which came out of great tribulation. 
... Therefore are they before the throne 
of God (Rev. 7:14, 15). An elderly lady 
one day bcarded a train in the South. 
At the same time it was boarded by a 
trim looking young man who also was 
headed for the north country. It was 
a warm day. and the old lady began to 
get weary. She took a paper out of her 
purse and read it, and seemed to derive 
strength from it. While traveling along, 
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she did this time after time, and it 
aroused the curiosity of the young man, 
who wondered how she could get so 
much strength from a: little piece of , 
paper. When they came to the destina- 
tion of the lady, the young man arose 
to see her off. She was met at the door 
of the train by a young man standing 
with arms upraised to welcome his 
mother. “Mother,” he was saying, “how 
did you stand the trip?” She looked 
into his face and replied, “Son, if it had 
not been for that message welcoming 
me home, I would not have been able to 
stand the trip; but I would read it and 
it brought my courage back.” Know 
that at the end of your trip, there is a 
greater One waiting for you and me !— 
From the Bible Friend. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Comfort From the One Who Chastens. 
—God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes (Rev. 7:17). Four-year-old 
Jeannie found the church service long. 
Finally her restlessness broughf a repri- 
mand from her mother and the tears 
came. She cried silently for a few mo- 
ments, then putting her arms around her 
mother’s neck, and her lips close to her 
mother’s ear, she whispered, “Mother, 
wipe my eyes.” She had gone for com- 
fort to the one who had caused her grief. 
And is it not so with God’s children? 
The chastising with which, albeit in love, 
He has corrected us; the griefs and sor- 
rows, the heartbreaking disappointments 
which His omniscience has allowed; the 
heavy burdens which could have been 
borne only with His arm underneath; 
all these have brought us tears, but we 
go back to the God of all comfort and 
He shall wipe away all tears from our 
eyes.—Personal. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


More THAN CONQUERORS 

EGIN with a little review of Acts, 

chapters 21 to 28, helping the girls 
to think through the events following 
Paul's arrest. For instance, his first ad- 
dress from the castle stairs would neces- 
sarily be to the mob that had caught 
him (Acts 22). Since it was the Jews 
who were enraged at him he was first 
taken before the Jewish Sanhedrin (Acts 
23). The Jews plotted to kill him the 
next time he appeared, so the Roman 
captain sent him away by night to the 
capital. Therefore his next defense was 
before Governor Felix (Acts 24), Later 
when Festus became governor instead of 
Felix, Paul appeared before Festus (Acts 
25). Festus invited King Agrippa to 
hear Paul also, to see if he could find 
anything wrong with Paul, so the gov- 
ernor could write a clear account to 
Caesar. Paul’s magnificent address be- 
fore King Agrippa is in Acts 26. As he 
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had appealed to Caesar, Acts 27 tells of 

his voyage to Rome. Acts closes with 

Paul at Rome (Acts 28). Then let the 
girls put up the flannelgraph of the 
whole Book of Acts. 

Our lesson today is called “More Than 
Conquerors.” If we wanted a title to put 
up over the names of most of the peo- 
ple we have become acquainted with 
through the Book of Acts, and above all 
over the story of Paul’s life, we could 
not find a better one than “More Than 
Conquerors.” That little phrase comes 
from the Bock of Romans which we 
looked at last Sunday. Read Romans 
8:35. The Christians in the early church 
suffered all these seven terrible things, 
but they were never separated from the 
love of Christ. Read the next verse. 
This is a quotation from Psalm 44:22. 
The Apostle Paul certainly experienced 
this, in addition to the seven dreadful 
things listed above. The Jews, over a 
period of many years, daily plotted to 
kill him. Was Paul discouraged by all 
that he went through? Read verse 37. 
Paul wrote that after he had been stoned 
at Lystra, imprisoned and beaten at 
Philippi, and had endured so much at 
Ephesus that he despaired of life. Turn 
to 2 Corinthians 11:24-27, which was 
written the same year as the Epistle to 
the Romans, and read more of the suf- 
ferings of the Apostle Paul. What a 
list! I do not think anyone else ever 
suffered quite so much for Christ as this 
great apostle. But how does he sum it 
all up? “In all these things we are 
more than conquerors through him that 
loved us.” What did Paul mean by say- 
ing that he was “more than conqueror”? 
He himself came out on top of all his 
trials undaunted by them. His eyes 
were fixed on eternity, therefore he could 
say, “I reckon that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which shall be re- 
vealed in us” (Rom. 8:18), and again, 
“Our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, worketh for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory” 
(2 Cor, 4:17). 

But when the Apostle Paul spoke of 
being “more than conquerors through 
him that loved us,” I think he meant 
something in addition to the eternal 
glory which is infinitely greater than 
present suffering. I believe he also 
meant that God uses the Devil’s attacks, 
which are intended to defeat the Gos- 
pel, to spread it further. Turn to Philip- 
pians 1:12-14. Is it not wonderful that 
God is able to turn present suffering 
into eternal glory for us, and also into 
eternal blessing for others? It has been 
said that the blood of the martyrs is 
the seed of the church, and history bears 
this out. Where people have suffered 
most for Christ, there the church has 
made the greatest progress. 

: The Epistle of 1 Peter is largely about 
victory over suffering. We cannot read 
it all this morning, but we will read 
chapter 4:12-19. Do you see how much 
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higher God’s thoughts are than ours? 
In times of suffering, the best this world 
can say is, “Keep a stiff upper lip” or 
something of the sort. But here we find 
“rejoice,” “be glad,” and “happy are ye.” 
This refers primarily to suffering for 
Christ's sake. But it also applies to any 
kind of suffering Christians may be 
called upon to endure, other than suf- 
fering for their own wrongdoing. Let 
me give you an example of a dear girl 
who was “more than conqueror” over 
physical suffering. 

Edith was an earnest Christian girl 
who delighted to witness for Christ, but 
she was taken Home to be with the Lord 
when she was not much older than some 
of you in this room. When Edith was 
dying her heartbroken mother refused 
to leave her bedside. Just before Edith 
passed away her face contracted with 
pain. Her mother bent tenderly over 
her, murmuring, “Pocr girl! Poor girl!” 
Edith opened her eyes and looked at her 
mother. In a feeble voice, but with a 
bright smile she said, “Not poor! Rich 
—in—Christ!” Presently she was gone. 
And although her mother was so sorely 
bereaved, Edith’s last words made music 
in her heart. 

Turn to Revelaticn 7:9-17 and read it 
together. What a wonderful passage this 
is! I believe it refers primarily to the 
Gentiles who will be saved during the 
Great Tribulation. But this God is our 
God, and the exper‘ences they will have 
show us again how much greater God’s 
eternal glory will be than present dis- 
tress, however intense at the time! Let 
us pray that we may fix our eyes more 
and more upon our Heavenly Home, and 
above all upon the One whose unchang- 
ing love will surely bring us there! 
Then if we should be called upon to suf- 
fer for Christ, we also will be “more 
than conquerors.” 


Preparation for next time: A test on 
Acts. The one I am giving my girls 
will appear at the beginning of next 
Sunday’s lesson. If possible, typewrite 
enough carbon copies of the test so that 
each girl may have one. If spaces are 
left between the questions for their an- 
swers, they will be able to do the test 
in less time. Have enough sharpened 
pencils so that each girl may have one, 
and a few extras in case some get 
broken. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 





Note.—The Scripture Press, mentioned in 
“My Class of Girls” as the supply house for 
the map, “Roman Empire and Paul's Jour- 
ners,” in the lesson for February 5, now ad- 
vises that the price of this map is $1.50 instead 
of $1, as stated. 


wg 


In all conditions of life it is our wis- 
dom and duty to make the best of that 
which is, and not to throw away the 
comfort of what we may have because 
we have not all we would have.—Mat- 
thew Henry. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The People Welcome Jesus (Matt. 21:1-3, 6-11) 


VER and over again as Paul was in 

different places, he told about the 
death of Christ and His resurrection. He 
told the people on the island where he 
was shipwrecked. He told the people 
who came to him in his house-prison at 
Rome. He told the soldiers who guarded 
him. He told the runaway slave, Onesi- 
mus, and helped him to believe in the 
Saviour. At his trial he told even the 
cruel Emperor Nero, I am sure, 

Do you know why we call this week 
Holy Week? I have made a special cal- 
endar for this week, showing what hap- 
pened each day of the Bible week. — 
Have eight pages fastened together at 
the top in imitation of a calendar. The 
upper part of each page should be a 
picture of an event of that day. Be- 
low may be the name of the day of the 
week in large letters. Then follow a 
title and Scripture references; last, a 
challenging personal question. (If your 
picture file does not supply an, illustra- 
tion of the event suggested, take some 
other incident of the day and use appro- 
priate Scripture.) 

Suggested events: Palm Sunday: Tri- 
umphant Entry (Matt, 21:1-11). Have 
you made Him king of your heart? Do 
you praise Him so others know who He 
is? Monday: Cleansing of the Temple 
(Mark 11:15-17). What things in your 
heart-temple can Christ see that He 
wants to drive out? Tuesday: Asking 
Questions (Luke 20:21-25; Matt. 22:35- 
39). (Any picture showing Christ sur- 
rounded by a crowd.) Do you tell the 
Lord the things that trouble you? Wed- 
nesday: Probably With These Friends 
(Matt. 26:6-13). (Picture of Christ in 
a house, with Mary and Martha, or 
“Christ Among the Lowly.”) Is Christ 
a welcome guest in your home? Thurs- 
day: The Last Supper (Mark 14: 17-24; 
John 13:3-17). Are you aé_ willing 
worker? Friday: The Crucifixion (Matt. 
27:1, 2, 29-54). He died for you. Have 
you accepted Him as your Saviour? Sat- 
urday: The Jewish Sabbath Day (Luke 
23:56). (Picture of people, at worship.) 
Christians now observe the Lord’s Day, 
or Sunday. Do you honor the Lord’s 
Day by keeping it holy? Easter Sun- 
day (the Jewish first day of the week): 
Resurrection (Luke 24:1-9). Have you 
told someone He is risen? 

As the “calendar” is viewed, let the 
children tell the story of Palm Sunday. 
The Lord Jesus rode in, a king. But 
He did not go to Governor Pilate’s palace 
and take over the government. He rode 
to God’s palace, the Temple. But even 
God’s people would not have Him for 
king. Today the King stands at the door 
of your heart and knocks (Rev. 3:20). 
He wants to come in and cleanse your 
heart of its badness, and live as king 
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Lesson for April 2 
there. Will you have Him? Turn to 
the picture for Monday. 

After the class has gone on briefly 
through the week and come to the last 
page, “Have you told someone He is 
risen?” call for suggestions for ways 
to tell. If each pupil has a similar cal- 
endar to hang up at home, would not 
that be telling the story by pictures? 
Then if the family read together the 
Scripture for each day, would not that 
be telling in words? Paper, pencils, scis- 
sors, and paste should be at hand, also 
sources of pictures such as old quarter- 
lies on the life of Christ and Primary 
picture cards. If the printing and writ- 
ing are all completed first, copying from 
the blackboard the same material that 
the teacher’s calendar has, the cutting 
and pasting can be done at home, in 
case class time proves too short. 

Especially if the pupils come from 
non-Christian homes, pray that the par- 
ents may be willing at least this Holy 
Week to have a family period each day 
for the reading of God’s Word. Pray 
that the Word of God may then take 
root in hearts. 

“Blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest” 
(Matt. 21:9, Memory Verse). 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


OR the first two lessons of this quar- 

ter we continue New Testament les- 
sons, and then take up one of the most 
difficult portions of the Bible to teach 
to little children, the Minor Prophets. 
It is not possible to teach them any of 
the historical background or much of 
the prophetic picture, but there are les- 
sons we can give them, and we will try 
to make them interesting to the teachers 
as well as the children. 

Today the lesson is one that the chil- 
dren love, the triumphal entry into Je- 
rusalem. Don't cut the lesson down to 
four verses, but tell the whole story. 
The flannel board would help. You can 
present several scenes. First, you can 
have the figures of J@sus and His dis- 
ciples, talking together. Then two of 
them sent to get the ass on which the 
Lord would ride. Take off your first 
figures, and show the picture of the ass 
and her colt tied up by a house. Then 
bring the two disciples into the picture. 
They loose the colt upon which no one 
had ever sat, and lead him away. If you 
want the picture very complete, put in 
the owner who asks them who wants 
the colt. 

Then change the scene again, and show 
the two with the colt, arrived at Beth- 
phage, where Jesus and the other dis- 
ciples were. Then you should have a 
picture of the Lord, seated on this un- 
broken colt, and riding toward Jerusa- 
lem, with a multitude spreading their 
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garments in the way and palm branches 
with them, and shouting in praise, “Ho- 
sanna to the son of David: Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord; 
Hosanna in the highest.” 

What a procession ! The Lord of Glory 
riding on the unbroken colt that was 
walking along as sedately as an old 
horse, no rebellion, only submission to 
the Lord of all creation. The disciples 
and others walking along, the crowd 
growing each mile, until they reached 
the city of Jerusalem. There the peo- 
ple asked, “Who is this?” And the an- 
swer was, “This is Jesus the prophet of 
Nazareth of Galilee.” 

But Jesus rode on to the Temple, and 
there He cast out those that bought and 
sold in His Father’s house, and said to 
them, “My house shall be called the 
house of prayer; but ye have made it 
a den of thieves.” How the Jews hated 
Him for calling the Temple “my house,” 
making Himself one with God! 

But the people knew Him, and they 
began to bring the lame and the blind 
to Him in the Temple, and He healed 
them there. And the children knew 
Him! They cried out to Him, “Hosanna 
to the son of David!” And the Jews 
were angry at the children, and asked 
Jesus, “Hearest thou what these say?” 
Jesus accepted their praise, and an- 
swered the Jews, “Yea; have ye never 
read, Out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings thou hast perfected praise?” 

How wonderful that the Lord Jesus 
is the Saviour of the little children! No 
child is too small for Jesus to love; no 
child is too black or too poor or too 
dirty for Jesus to love. And no child 
in the Primary Department is too young 
to love the Lord Jesus, too, and take 
Him as Saviour. “We love him, because 
he first loved us.” Children love their 
parents because the mothers and daddies 
first loved the children, and have cared 
for them. The Lord Jesus Christ has 
done more for each child than their par- 
ents ever can, much as they love them, 
for He is God and has all power. So 
if the little child can early learn the 
lesson of love and trust, his whole life 
will be transformed. One of the tragic 
things in life is the person who can never 
trust anybody, not even God. Psycholo- 
gists tell us this is because of inse- 
curity in childhood, having nobody he 
could trust. Be that as it may, re- 
gardless of their home condition, lit- 
tle children have learned to trust 
the Lord Jesus with a wonderful faith 
in Him. So try to bring your chil- 
dren to that faith and belief. Pray for 
that. ‘ 

To me, the praise of those children 
was the most wonderful thing of that 
day when the Lord rode into Jerusalem, 
for it was heartfelt and sincere. Per- 
haps some of the grown people who 
shouted “Hosanna” that day joined with 
the mob who cried out, “Crucify him!” just 
a few days later, but many of them were 
believers and truly praised Him from 
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Wanted— 
s . . 

Missionary Radio Instructor 
Missionary Technical Training Department of Moody 
Bible Institute has opening for ristian instructor, 
thoroughly acquainted with theoretical, practical, 
and operational aspects of radio, esp y short 
wave and amateur. A continuous study of regula- 
tions governing radio operation in foreign countries 
necessary. eye 

Must be college graduate with Class “A” Amateur 
Radio Operator's license. Only Ce ay Chris- 
tian with missionary vision and burden for 
in communication on foreign field need apply. 


For further information write: 
Personnel Division, Room 606 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. LaSalle Street Chicago 10, Illinois 









Bible Society 
Annuity Agreements 


MORE INCOME for You! 
MORE BIBLES for All! 
MORE PEACE for the World! 


Many parts of the universe are seething 
with turmoil as revolution and commu- 
nism spread from land to land. Fortu- 
nately for the peace of the world, some 
areas where religions have been upset, 
such as Japan, are turning to Christianity, 
and asking for Bibles. 

You can grasp this golden opportunity 
—and help yourself at the same time— 
by purchasing an American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement. Under this great 
Christian Plan you receive financial secur- 
ity, at the same time help spread the Word 
of God. 

You can make no better investment. You 
receive a generous, regular income which 
never varies even when times are bad— 
and which can be passed on to your sur- 
vivor if you so arrange. 

Learn how this remarkable Christian 
Plan, which is doing so much for the 
world, can become a very advantageous 
Life Plan for you! 
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American Bible Society, ’ 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 
Please send me, without obligation, your 











| 

1 

I 

l 

booklet 12$§ entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
Name. 

I 

{| Address. 

1 

I City. State. 
L 



































240 (16) THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES March io, i950 

~ Le 
FOR YOUR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL their hearts. None of us praise God persecution, reproach for Christ's sake, 

po ar free, sums ic curpsice Gospel Object Tae fer enough. We pray, and most of our’ and such like (1 Pet. 4:14). le: 

aily assem e r a) r t . . s sas ry 

Chemicals all very easy. poy ere prayer is petition, when it should be 4. Fellowship in the sufferings of sh 

Arnold Carl Westphal Michigan City, Indiana PFaise. ea my — ee to prse Christ, (See Phil. 3:10.) Tr 

a tees Aen ipa soatae caanteen €* a 5. (a) We shall be glad we endured 

n wer r 5 - : * stile . : P e 

tion The Sunday School Times as reference. Parron. Cau for Him; (b) His appearing will end the As 
, ‘a suffering; (c) He will make us share 

“S His glory also. (See Rom. 8:17.) “8 

oO) 

, 2 This Week's Questions Answered 6. Dispensationalists refer the passage de 

fi r i re . to those saved during the brief period it 

bp lto0CkM ELI. YY (The questions are on page 234) at the close of this age, known as the of 

: 1. As foreign things, intruders on the Great Tribulation; but there is nothing 

Bible School-Theological Seminary expected tranquillity of the Christian in the passage to forbid a more general & 
. Fi ; life, instead of as a necessary part of application to the whole multitude of 

College of Liberal Arts ae : n 

Christian experience. the redeemed. un 

50 WILLOW, MINNEAPOUS 3, MINNESOTA 2. For testing, which includes correc- 7. Our Lord is speaking of a general ho 

.. BU \M tion. Abraham’s test (Gen. 22) added to condition which we all know very well, de 

FALL TERM BEGINS SEPT his character. that comparatively few respond to the He 

WRIT T 3. Not just the common afflictions, but Gospel; yet the ultimate fruit of the clic 

Gospel will surpass all human expecta- 

tion or computation. wl 

8. The washing in the blood of the joi 

Lamb, which alone gives acceptance 

with God. yo 

9. Heaven never loses sight of Calvary. o 

10. Two negatives of verse 16 are ex- “a 

actly paralleled by two positives of verse P 

. nu 

17. Examine them. on 

WHEATON, ILL, ‘ 

we sai 

° shi 

Children at Home So 

7 Ya 

The Palm Trees’ Praise cal 
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By Amelia O. Stott do 

HE big palm trees were whispering To 
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father’s finest tree. looked up at the 
‘“ crown of rustling leaves. yor 
e . ‘“ - : = to 
Mak Whatever are you whispering up 
= His Praise there, I wonder?” he said; but of course ‘ 
° 99 they were far too high up to hear his go 
Glorious” e. 2» voice . 
Kurupan had once asked his father, as 
ITHOUT doubt, the Good Music at MARION, in fact, puts who often climbed their palm trees, if J 
ae in Song carries the most Christian character first; and while the he ever got te know what the leaves his 
strangely moving of all messages. But mo regular curricula of the Department are of were saying, but he just laughed, “They at 
less thrilling and refreshing to audiences the highest? calibre, it is the Christi ‘ ~ the 
of discerning music lovers is what one @ highest calibre, it is the Christian con- never tell me their secrets, Son. I don't 
4 4 is to 
able critic terms ‘‘the evident deep sincerity’ secration back of every performance which think anyone ever hears them. But ; 
“of MARION-trained musicians. “makes His Praise Glorious.” Kurupan still kept on wondering and wih 
hi ’ ‘ . . making up all sorts of things that they 
= It is to your interest to investigate — Clip the coupon might be saying to one another. ~ 
, rs One day a man came along to see his f 
Without obligation, Please forward at once a copy of your most recent Catalog. father. “I must mend my palm leaf sh 
thatch,” he said. “Will you sell me some -_ 
Neme Street and No. . of your best leaves?” ‘ 
; re 
Field of interest City ond State Kurupan’s father agreed, and, armed a 
with a big knife and strong ropes, he ‘¢ 
Date of H. S. gradvati Address Box T.. was tied securely to the round trunk bee 
and went up and up, wriggling the rope ‘ 
higher and higher —first his feet, then she 
Marion, the rope again, until he reached the coi 
arin ay POP - leaves growing on top. : 
Indiana Soon the “sell-buy affair” was over, for 
iain SialGi@iMISNSin Si wiGiaia SianiBiaiNnaaaaaaeaaacaaeaaeae and the boy, smacking his lips, rushed } 
“I have set before thee an open door” home. “Father has sold some palm én 
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leaves,” he shouted to his mother. “We 
shall have a good supper tonight.” 
There never was much to eat in Kuru- 
pan's home except when a palm tree 
helped to kring in some pice (copper 
coins'. People sometimes came to buy 
coconuts, fiber for new ropes, or leaves 
for mats and thatching. How Kurupan 
delighted in seeing them come, for then 
it meant better food and perhaps a taste 
of curry with their rice! 

One evening a s‘ranger with his wife 
and a number of boys and girls from 
another village arrived. They sat down 
under the palm tree nearest Kurupan’s 
home. and the man began telling won- 
derful stories. These were about a 
Healer-Teacher called Jesus Christ, who 
died to forgive people of their sins. 

Kurupan liked the praise songs best 
which the children sang. He tried to 


‘ join in and learn the tunes. 


“You will be tired and hungry before 
you return to your village,” said Kuru- 
pan's father politely. “I will give you 
some of my coconuts.” He then climbed 
up the tree, and brought down some big 
nuts. The strangers eagerly drank the 
coconut milk, and were much refreshed, 

“Do come and see us some day,” they 
said at parting. “Ours is a ‘Jesus Wor- 
ship Village,’ and you will be welcome.” 
Sometime later Jeeva and John and little 
Yakub, who had been with the visitors, 
came to see Kurupan’s father, 

“Our parents wonder if you would let 
us have some of your palm leaves; they 
do not grow well around our village. 
Tomorrow is our Jesus Festival and my 
father thought you would perhaps allow 
us to get some for our Praise Service.” 

“Of course I will,” said Kurupan’s 
father. “How many do you need?” 

“Well, there are three of us boys, as 
you see, and we would like one each, 
to carry to our worship house.” 

“Well, here you are, and one over for 
good luck,” said Kurupan’s father. 

John, the eldest boy, untied a knot in 
his shirt tail and offered a pice coin. 

Kurupan was just running off to tell 
his mother when he stopped in surprise 
at hearing his father say, “No, my son, 
the leaves are a gift from my palm tree 
to your Jesus. Take them with my good 
wishes.” 

“Well,” thought Kurupan, “I want that 
money, if Father doesn't, and I'll try 
to get it, too.” 

Waiting until the boys had gone. a 
short way, he’ ran after them. 

“Why.” cried John, “it is the palm 
tree man’s son,” and they stood still. 

“Please,” said Kurupan, “do, you think 
I could have that pice coin for those 
leaves?” 

“Truly, truly,” said John, looking puz- 
zled as he again carefully produced the 
coin. 

“I suppose your father sent you to ask 
for it?” 

Kurupan did not reply, but ran home 
as quickly as he could. 

Somehow he did not feel too happy 
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“Smooth Sailing’ —the FREE book 
that tells you all about Daily 
Vacation Bible School. It’s your 
“Mariner's Handbook,” with tested 
tips on DVBS piloting. It covers 
every phase of your DVBS voyage 
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* Ministers! 
* Christian Workers! 
A Practical, Timely 
Refresher Course for You! 


} ees weeks of intensive study in the prob- 
lems gnd responsibilities of your ministry. 
Timed to suit you .. . after the busy Easter 
season ... Classes April 11-28. (You miss only 
two Sundays from your church.) Limited enroll- 
ment assures personal contact with instructors 
30 important to successful advanced study. 
Eight vital subjects are offered: 
Key Books of the Bible. 
The Letters to the Seven Churches of 
Asia. 
The Six Days of Creation. 
The First Epistle to Timothy. 
A Practical Use of the Greek New 
Testament. 
Building the Sunday School. 
Expository Preaching. 
Preaching from the Psalms. 
Open to all men in active Christian work. 
Send for folder and enroliment blank. 
Churches, profit from this postgroduvate 
school by sending your pastor. 


POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL FOR PREACHERS 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


820 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dept. S 300b 





When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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that night. The little hard copper coin 
in his clothes seemed to bother him se 
much that in the early morning he got 
up and went over to his father’s sleeping 
mat, 

When he told him all, his father said, 
“My son, those leaves were my offering 
to that good Healer-Teacher. Couldn't 
you take that coin back to those boys 
and tell them I did not send you? for 
I feel much shame.” 

After a while Kurupan set off bravely 
with the little coin clasped tightly in his 
hot little hand, 

When he came to the village he felt 
afraid and ashamed, so he crept under a 
tree. He could hear the people singing, 
and they sounded full of joy. They were 
all coming out of their houses, the 
women and girls dressed in clean, white 
dresses with flowers in their hair, Then 
came the children, each carrying a palm 
leaf: and it seemed as if the branches 
whispered to each other as they were 
waved about to the song: 

Glory be to Jesus, 
Give Him hearty praise, 
To our blessed Saviour 
Palms of victory raise. 

Then the boy, John, suddenly noticed 
Kurupan, who ran over to him holding 
out the pice coin, 

“Please take it back,” he cried. “My 
father didn’t tell me to ask for it. He 
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Clergy Book Clyb selection for October 


An Exposition of Jude 


Comments Concerning the Book 


Donald Grey Barnhouse: ". . . old, yo! 
fresh, vigorous yet irenic, and will be 
read with areat profil.” 

Robert G. Lee: "A strong commentary. A 
challenging book refreshingly presented.” 
V. Raymond Edman: "A scholarly, very 
readable, and stimulating treatment.” 
Philip E. Howard, Jr.: The author “has 
lifted his voice in defense of the faith 
and agains! apostasy, and it is to be 
hoped that his challenge may arouse 
other ministers and laymen into action." 
Henry Hepburn: ".. . well written and 
clear cut.” 

The King’s Business: "xpository ser 
mons on the not-too-well-known bock of 
Jude are rare, and when such an inter 
esting volume as this one is produced, 
it deserves attention.” 
‘Christian Life: "An exposition of the 
epistle of Jude by a conservative and 
evangelistic Presbyterian minister. - He 
writes with clarity, vigor, and on the 
basis of careful study. ... He is an able 
defender of the faith.” 


Price $2.00 
by the Sword Book Club 


Institute of Pennsylvania Book Club 


Park Street Boston 8, Mass. 
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wanted the palm leaves to be a free gift 
to your Jesus.” 

John’s parents, who just then came 
up. heard Kurupan’s words, and they 
smiled very kindly as they said, “Come 
along to ovr worship house and perhaps 
you would like to give that pice as your 
own offering now.” 


Kurupan was delighted, especially 
when John said: “There is the extra 
palm leaf your father gave us. Wait 


while T get it, and you can carry it along 
with us.” 

So they went in the procession to the 
little whitewashed church, and the pas- 
tor there explained very simply the rea- 
son for their service of praise, 

When the people rose, one by one, to 
make their offerings, Kurupan went, too, 
and proudly dropped his little coin into 
the brass bowl on the table. Everyone 
was ever so kind to him, and gave him 
a meal before he went home. 

As he came to the palm trees a little 
breeze stirred the big leaves above his 
head. 

“I know now what you are saying,” 
said Kurupan. “Your secret is mine, too, 
From this day forth I will praise that 
good alive-again Jesus Saviour, and 
learn more about Him, so together we 
will give Him glory.” 

And so it came to be that God’s mes- 
sage of salvation came to Kurupan and 
his family, and they have learned to 
praise Him with their lips as well as 
their lives. 

WorrTHING, Sussex, ENG. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr, 


Sunday, April 2 
A Positive Program fer Sundav 
(Psa. 118:24, 25; Mark 2:27; Exod. 20:8-11) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission 
N ATTEMPTING to reconcile with the 
topic the Scripture portions chosen 
for this week, it will be well to make 
plain the difference between the Jewish 
“Sabbath.” or seventh day. and the 
Christian Lord’s Day. or first cay of the 
week, for the- laws given for the one do 
not apply to the other. Lest this state- 
ment be misapplied to support or con- 
done all sorts of misuse of the Lord's 
Day, we should hasten to point out that 
the laws given by God concerning the 
Sabbath, or seventh day, made of it a 
day of inactivity and rest. Even the 
smallest tasks of the other days of the 
week were to be set aside (Exod, 35: 
2, 3). and the penalty for disobedience 
was death (Num. 15:32-36). 
At the time of our Lord's earthly min- 
istry, God’ original laws concerning the 
Sabbath had been overlaid with count- 
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less interpretations ahd additions de- 
vised by the scribes and the Pharisees, 
uhtil God's purpose in the Sabbath had 
been lost sight of and it had been made 
a burden under which the simplest acts 
of providing food or relieving suffering 
brought the Lord Jesus Himself under 
the criticisms of the Pharisees as a Sab- 
bath-breaker (Mark 2:23-28: Luke 6:6- 
11; 13:10-17). As the passages just in- 
dicated show, the Lord spoke out 
indignantly against such misinterpreta- 
tion and the hypocrisy of the Pharisees 
on these occasions, 
ge 

However, Acts and the Epistles show 
that, after the Lord’s resurrection, the 
custom of the early Christians was to 
come together on the first day of the 
week in commemoration of the Lord’s 
rising from the dead on that day. The 
purpose of these gatherings is clearly 
given. It was to listen to the Scriptures, 
to sing praises, to gather contributions 
for the Lord’s work, and to obsetve the 
Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7: Eph. 5:19; 
Col. 3:16; 1 Cor. 16:2). The Lotd’s Day 
was not a day of legal obligation but ohe 
of voluntary wofship and service, and it 
is as such that true believets will ob- 
serve it today. In the early days of our 
country, so-called “Blue Laws” were 
passed, not to compel Christians to wor- 
ship on the first day of the week, but 
to restrain unbelievers who would make 
Sunday like every other day of the week, 
and thus interfere with the Christian’s 
right and privilege of worshiping God 
on that day. Civil laws today can neither 
compel true worship nor legalize abuse 
of the Lord's Day, 

rd 


In the light of what has been said 
above, it will. therefore. be seen that, 
as followers of the Lord Jesus Chtist, 
we should want to make the first day 
of the week different froin all of the 
other days because we desire to honor 
the One we love. His day is nct to be 
a day of burdensome restrictions. but 
ohe of glorious opportunities to wotsh:» 
Him and witness for Him before those 
who do not know Him of love Him. 

The Lord’s Day should be a titne for 
Christians not only to worship, but also 
to study the Scriptures in a way that is 
often not possible during the weekdays. 

The Lord’s Day frequently provides 
opportunity to the believer for Chris- 
tian reading. How o‘ten do we hear 
Christians say that they do not have 
time to read this or that Christian book 
or periodical. The right observance of 
the Lord’s Day very often affords such 
an opportunity. : 

To the Christian the Lord’s Day gives 
oppertunity for visitat‘on. There is a 
difference between visitation and visit- 
ing. All too often Christians have used 
the Lord’s Day as an opportunity to visit 
relatives or friends. This is not the 
thought in the rightful use of the Lotd’s 
Day. Rather, the !.ord’s Day gives op- 
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portunity to visit shut-ins, or the sick, 
or the aged, or those ih prison, ahd to 
carty to them God’s Word. Christian 
coinfort, or admonition, or exhortation, 

The Lord’s Day affords many believers 
their only opportunity for definite Chris- 
tian service such as in the Sunday 
school or in the church — service that 
is often not possible, or@at the best is 
very limited, during the week. 


ge 
There is an important by-product for 
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LITHUANIA CALLS! 


Hear the soul-hungry cry of 5,000,000 
Lithuanians scattered over the world 
dispossessed, dissatisfied, without Christ 
and the Word of God. Less than 1 per 
cent profess Christ as Saviour! Since 
1928 we have preached Christ by wotd of 
mouth and printed page in three conti- 
nents. 
Write for the Bible Witness — FREE. 
and help requested. Write to 
LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION, INC. 
P. 0. Box 488-T 
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STRONG'S EXHAUSTIVE 
CONCORDANCE of the BIBLE 


By James Strong 
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@ The one complete concordance of the entire English 
Bible. For more than half a century the standard authotity 
in its field, Strong’s is a Bible library in a single volume— 
1,809 pages—actually four books in one binding. 

‘There is a Main Concordance, containing in alphabetical 
order every word in the Bible and every passage in which 
that word appears. Anyone knowing just one key word can 
find the passage he seeks without fail. 

In addition there are: A Comparative Concordance, in 
which the Authorized Text is compared with certain English 


and American Revisions; a Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary, with pronunciations clearly 
indicated; and a Greek Dictionary of the New Testament. 

“A book to defy description and reviewers: the old classic, the best ever written, No 
minister will be without it; the buy of the year for the layman.”—Christian Hetald 


CLARKE’S COMMENTARY on the Entire BIBLE 


By Adam Clarke 


@ Written for the humblest seeker after 
truth as well as for the scholar, this com- 
prehensive commentary is a storehouse of 
sound Bible infotmation and deep spirit- 
ual insights for preachers, teachers, stu- 
dents and laymen. 

Each volume contains approximately 800 
pages—nearly 5,000 pages in the entire 
work. Clearly printed on excellent paper 
and beautifully and durably bound in 
cloth, A classic in its field—a great Bible 
commentary for all time. 

“No commentary could live as has Adam 
Clarke’s famous work, for more than a 
hundred years, unless it was found to be 
1 perennial source of blessing and refresh- 
‘ment by many of God's people in every 
generation.”—S. Maxwell Coder, Moody 
Bible Institute 
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the believer in the right use of the 
Lord’s Day that should not be over- 
looked. Experts tell us that relaxation 
and recreation are important needs of 
the human body. and mind. They are 
just as important for the spirit. The 
experts tell us true relaxation and recre- 
ation are not found in idleness, but in 
a different kied of activity. This truth 
is borne out in the rightful use of the 
Lord’s Day. Often. in the cares or occu- 
pations of the week, our vision becomes 
circumscribed and nearsighted. We 
need the one day incentive to give us 
a long-range look at the things of God. 
On His day, our thoughts are turned to 
things of Heaven, rather than to things 
of earth with which they have been 
occupied during the other six days of 
the week. Thus we are helped to main- 
tain a true perspective and balance that 
will make us more efficient in our daily 
tasks and better servants of and wit- 
nesses for the Lord Jesus Christ. Let 
us look upon His day not as one in which 
we dare not do this or that, but rather 
as the time in which we have a blessed 
opportunity to worship and serve our 
Lord, and to witness for Him. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


The Four Kinds of Prayer 
(Continued from second page) 


learn not only to reverence God, but 
to revere their parents. It helps them 
start the day right. It fortifies them 
against the evils of the world. It makes 
them highly conscious of the difference 
between righteousness and wickedness. 
It puts them in the way of helping their 
companions. They teach them to fear 
God. Praying parents have an easier 
conscience, the approval of God, and 
His benediction. 

God desires that families shall be 
blessed: that they should be taught His 
Word and worship together. Without 
this they will not be duly regulated, 
united, have ‘the right affection, and’ be 
patient, happy, and morally -strong. 
Outside the home are deceivers. -liars, 
and multitudes who have turned away 
from the living God. Children, run up 
against this evil world. Its allurements 
are great. They cannot resist the 
world’s encroachments without help at 
home. This help they best secure at 
family worship. Its immense benefits 
are needful, and the loss of them is 
appalling. Punishments on families that 
do not call upon God are great (Jer. 
10:25). Dr. Timothy Dwight in his 
classic on “Advantages of Family Wor- 
ship,”1 points out the blessings of. ob- 
serving and disadvantages of neglecting 
it. It should be read by every Chris- 
tian bride and bridegroom, and .by all 
Christian parents: who do not regularly 





1Copies may be obtained from the Great 
Commission Prayer League, 808 North La 
Salle St., Chicago. Please enclose stamp. 
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observe family prayers. Let it be re. 
membered that when our Lord said, 
“Where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in my name, there am I in the 
midst . . .” (Matt, 18:20), He had newly- 
weds as well as our Christian compan- 
ions in mind. He has opened this door 
of prayer to utmost blessing. “There 
am I in the midst of them.” Christ in 
the home! What joy unspeakable! 
SociaAL PRAYER 

This third kind of prayer is prayer 
with Christian friends, intimated in our 
Lord’s words above. The importance of 
social prayer is inestimable. It helps 
solve mighty problems. Its _ blessing 
reaches into eternity. Poor is the Chris- 
tian who has not one partner in prayer. 
“Two are better than one.” If one falls 
the other can help him up. We learn 
to pray better by praying with praying 
friends. Sweeter joys come as we pray 
together. Christ loves to see souls in 
prayerful association. He draws nigh as 
they draw nigh to Him. Folks who do 
not thus pray, are likely to prey upon 
the work they are supposed to build up. 
Revival would come in your church if 
prayer prevailed in groups of two’s and 
three’s. The church would soon become 
aware of the presence of Christ. Re- 
vival would purify hearts, cleanse lives, 
and enrich the work and witness of the 
congregation. But this is not the gen- 
eral practice, and so confusion and fail- 
ure prevail, instead of peace and pros- 
perity. 

Our Lord’s counsel on this matter of 
social prayer cannot be ignored without 
grave consequences. Forfeiture of the 
Lord’s presence means appalling loss. 
David had Jonathan and Samuel to 
strengthen his hands in God. Daniel 
had..companions in prayer, Social prayer 
groups in Gospel times were marvel- 
ously blessed. Anna and her women 
companions met for prayer (Luke 2:37): 
Peter and John (Acts 3:1) and. Paul 
and his companions (Acts 13:1, 2) are 
examples. . If social prayer is neglected, 
social blessings will be wanting. We 
need to be in earnest about private 
prayer, family prayer, and social prayer. 
It is the will of God: No one can be 
righteous; just, and’ good who does not 
thus pray. Deflection from the will of 
God is dangerous, deadly. It is dan- 
gerous because it is disobedience, and 
deadly because it moves one from the 
spiritual to the carnal; and “to be car- 
nally 'minded is death” (Rom. 8:6). 

The chief cause of most of the miseries 
that. torment churches is the neglect of 
prayer. No instance of God's holy will 
is more clear than the obligation to pray. 
Prayerlessness shows our rebel nature 
toward God. Neglect proves the bent of 
our will is toward self and the world 
instead of toward the Lord. In nothing 
do we more clearly show our settled 
purpose. And:since that settled purpose 
is determined by the will, we declare 
our intention. And if the will is set 
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_lowship Tour. 





‘Lesson for April 2 


against meeting with God as He pro- 
vides opportunity, we do well to con- 
sider whether or not we are people of 
God. If we are the Lord’s sheep we will 
hear His voice (John 10:27); otherwise 
we are of that perverse generation who 
receive not the love of the truth. “He 
that hath ears to hear, let him hear” 
(Matt. 11:15, et ai.). Does your soul 
respond to God’s call to seek His face? 
Do you answer, “Thy face, Lord, will 
I seek”? (Psa, 27:8.) 


PusBLic PRAYER 


The fourth kind of prayer is public 
prayer. Public prayers are given great 
prominence in the Scriptures. The 
prayers of Moses, Daniel, Nehemiah, and 
Ezra, those of our Lord and of the first 
disciples in the Upper Room are exam- 
ples and are our pattern for public meet- 
ings for prayer. Public prayer is a 
necessity. Public need must be spread 
before God. “Supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks” 
should “be made for all men” (1 Tim. 
2:1). Churches are houses of prayer. 
We call them houses of worship, but 
worship is a major part of prayer. But 
we have too little prayer in churches. 
Usually our prayer meetings are for 
small groups; God wants whole congre- 
gations to wait upon Him. It is the 
most heavenly exercise of which they 
are capable. In great revivals there was 
more prayer than preaching. In the 
Welsh revival many preachers went into 
Wales to see the work of God and car- 
ried sermons in their pockets; but they 
could not use them. People wanted to 
pray. They were bowed down before 
God. They had burdens God only could 
lift. Prayers were earnest and impor- 
tunate. The Church needs to seek God 
because of the state of things, the con- 
dition of people, and the general need 
for blessing. Prayer is the shortest way 
to grace and effective service. Effects 
of united prayer have been largely lost 
bécause the Church does not get down 
on her face before God. Nothing keeps 
down animosities, pride, self-will, and 
self-seeking like intercession. When this 
becomes public, it has a purifying effect 
upon believers. The early Church fol- 
lewed this course. It “continued sted- 
fastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fel- 
lowship, and in breaking of bread, and 
in prayers” (Acts 2:42). 

What a blessed thing to see 

A whole congregation bend the knee: 

God's blessing surely will be where 

The Spirit leads the saints in prayer. 


Skagway, the Goal of the 1950 
Christian Fellowship Tour 
(Continued from page 231) 
equipment over the mountain passes to 

the headwaters of the Yukon. 
Skagway will be the terminus of the 


steamer voyage of the 1950 Christian Fel- 
It is beautifully situated 
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at the head of the Lynn Canal, a mag- 
nificent fiord that extends some 178 miles 
northeast of Sitka, between towering 
snow-capped peaks on every hand. 

At Skagway, the 1950 Christian Fel- 
lowship Party will leave the steamer for 
a short trip by rail over the White Pass 
and Yukon Railroad, into the interior, 
by way of Lake Bennett, Fraser Lake, 
Summit Lake, and Thompson Falls and 
Carcross. Here the lake steamer Tutshi 
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The NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 


offers curricula leading to the 
B.A., the B.R.E., and the Th.B. 
degrees. Write for catalog. 
A Christian College Program 
in the beart of New York City 
The NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
340 West 55th Street New York 19, N.Y. 
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will carry the party for a cruise on Lake 
Tagish, returning to Carcross the fol- 
lowing morning, where the train will 
again be boarded and the group will 
return to Skagway, completing a thrill- 
ing and breath-taking journey into the 
wilderness of the interior. 

But this high light on the 1950 Chris- 
tian Fellowship Tour will be enly one 
of many delightful experiences. On the 
way westbound from Chicago, from 
which point the party will leave on 
Monday, July 3, there will be a stop- 
over at Billings for a tour by motor 
coach over the Red Lodge High Road 
and into the Sunlight Basin Country of 
Wyoming. Then, while in Seattle, there 
will be a motor coach to Rainier Na- 
tional Park, where the party will stay 
at the famous Paradise Inn on one of the 
shoulders of Mount Rainier. At Vic- 
toria, B. C., there will be a sight-seeing 
trip and overnight stay in this most 
English of cities on the American Conti- 
nent. On the return journey through 
the Canadian Rockies, the party again 
will stop for a motor coach trip to Em- 
erald Lake, the Yoho Valley, Lake 
Louise, and Banff. 

The Steamer Chilcotin, which will 
carry the party through the famous In- 
side Passage from Vancouver, B. C., to 
Skagway and return, is a modern, 
streamlined, and completely air-condi- 
tioned boat, providing every comfort for 
the traveler. Stops along the Inside 
Passage will include such towns as 
Prince Rupert, B. C., Ketchikan, Juneau, 
Sitka, and Metlakatla, Alaska. 

The party will return to Chicago on 
Monday, July 24, completing three full 
weeks of travel together, enjoying mag- 
nificent and inspiring scenery, delight- 
ful companionship with other Christian 
travelers, and the ultimate in travel 
comfort. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President of The Sunday School Times 
Company,’ will escort the party through- 
out the entire trip. Detailed information 
and descriptive itinerary will be mailed, 
as soon as they are ready, to all who 
request them. Just address Mr. Harry 
J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-President, The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 


With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





Dwight L. Moody. Compiled by the 
editorial staff of the publishers. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York 10; $2.25.) 
This is the first volume in a new series 
to be known as “Great Pulpit Masters.” 
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It contains twenty sermons preached by 
Mr. Moody in his evangelistic campaigns, 
They are taken from among his earliest 
messages with the exception of one titled 
“Excused,” which he used frequently 
and is the last one he preached. They 
appear exactly as they were spoken, 
having been neither revised nor edited. 
For example, he frequently says “don’t” 
for “doesn’t,” and the word “ain't” suits 
his purpose often. Then, in one ser- 
mon he interrupts the message to say, 
“IT see one young man over there who 
has gone to sleep. All you young men 
will help me if you see anyone next you 
going to sleep by pinching his elbow. 
We don’t want anyone here to sleep.” 
The effect of this word-for-word report- 
ing of his utterances is to make us feel 
that we are actually present while the 
great evangelist plainly but passionately 
addresses his audiences with heart- 
touching stories and earnest pleas. One 
is also made to think of 1 Corinthians 
1:27, “But God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the 
wise.” 

Dr. Charles R. Erdman of Princeton, 
and a Moody convert, has written an in- 
teresting introduction, giving an evalu- 
ation of the man and his message. The 
book itself is as attractive in appearance 
as it is valuable in its contents. 


A Child’s Garden of Song. Compiled 
and arranged by Theodore G. Stelzer. 
(Concordia Pub. House, St. Louis 18; 
cloth, $1.50.) Under thirty different sub- 
jects there are eighty-two Christian 
songs attractively arranged for children 
of Primary age — six to eight years old. 
Each page carries a clever illustration 
in black and white that will charm the 
little folk and is intended to make them 
“think of lovely things.” The accompani- 
ments are simple, and in each case the 
melody is printed separately in single, 
large-sized notes, so that children can 
easily learn to play the music. Boys 
and girls can be taught to love the Lord 
Jesus and can be given a real desire to 
do what He would like to have them do 
if they can learn to sing the songs that 
honor and exalt His name. The book 
measures 8 by 9 inches, and has an ap- 
propriate cover design in color. It is 
a companion volume to “A Child’s Gar- 
den of Bible Stories” and “A Child’s 
Garden of Prayer.” 


How To Study and Use: the Bible. By 
Park Hays Miller. (W. A. Wilde Co., 
Boston 16; $1.75.) If one is looking for 
method, this is a helpful book in the 
teaching and study of the Bible. But 
if one wants to know what the Bible 
teaches, this is a disappointing attempt 
The author’s method is to relate the 
parts of the Bible to the whole, empha- 
sizing the historical context. He finds 
a place for the usual helps— concord- 
ances, commentaries, and so forth — but 
rightly insists on a study of the Bible 
text first. He illustrates his method in 
studies of Amos and Philippians, and 
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concludes with practical suggestions for 
teachers and leaders of study groups. 

But the author does not make the 
best use of his fine method. His appli- 
cation of the Bible’s message is almost 
exclusively this-worldly. He believes 
that Jesus is God, but fails to tell clearly 
why He died, or what His death means 
to us. He has included a list of recom- 
mended books, some Conservative and 
some Liberal. 

we 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 27 to April 2 


Mon.—Hebrews 2:9-13. 
Christ Suffered for Us. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus, . . . made 
a little lower than the angels for the 
suffering of death, crowned with glory 
and honour; that he by the grace of God 
should taste death for every man.” We 
must appreciate what Christ was before 
He appeared in this world as our sacri- 
fice for sin, or we shall not value as we 
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ought His death for our salvation. No 
higher appreciation of the Prince of 
Glory can be ours than that stated in 
Revelation 1:5. None other than God 
manifest in the flesh is our Saviour. Pray 
for more preaching of Christ the 
heavenly Lamb slain for our sins, raised 
for our justification, and seated at the 
right hand of God as our Mediator. 


Tues.—1 Peter 4:12-19. 
Partakers of Christ’s Sufferings. 
PraYER SUGGESTIONS: “Rejoice, inas- 
much as ye are partakers of Christ’s suf- 
ferings; that, when his glory shall be 
revealed, ye may be glad with exceeding 
joy.” Our sufferings for Christ are few 
and slight. We taste only the froth of 
His bitter cup. We suffer finitely; He, 
infinitely. But when we do suffer wrong- 
fully, and because we belong to Christ, 
we are highly honored. Rejoice when 
you are counted worthy to suffer for His 
sake, for the spirit of glory and of God 
rests upon you! Pray for all who perse- 
cute you and speak evil of you. 


Wed.—Romans 8:18-25. 
The Glory To Come. 
PRAYER SuccEsTions: “The glory which 
shall be revealed in us.” Grief may be 
our portion over some of the road of 
righteousness, but it will end in glory 
by and by. Our Lord suffered and en- 
tered into His glory. Let us follow in 
His steps, and we shall receive His “Well 














Advertising brings new things to the 

reader’s attention and teaches him how 

to use them. You will find in the 

weekly advertising columns eof The 

Sunday School Times many helpful 

hints that may save you hours of time 
and trouble. 
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Editor, Dr. James F. Spink 
A 40-page monthly oe you with timely pro- 


truths from the pen of 


phetic subjects. Biblic 
Well. supported by 


foremost Bible teachers. 
additional reading material. 
$1.50 per year: Canada $1.60 | 
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You can support a full-time 


NATIVE EVANGELIST 
For $50 per year 
The NYASAF Mission trains born-again 
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missionaries. 
rtunity for individuals or groups of Christians 
to have close personal tie with ey mission field. 
Write: J. A. MAWHINNEY, Jr. 
The NYASA Mission 
50 West 50th Street New York 20, N. Y. 
Council of Reference: 
> Harry J. Jaeger Erling C. Olsen Richard Woike 
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HUNTINGTON Hospitality 


Satisfied students at Huntington speak for 
the enormous benefits of a Christian Edu- 
cation that honors God. Full Liberal Arts 
curriculum, a qualified, friendly faculty, 
and an atmosphere that encourages four- 
fold Christian growth. 

Write for FREE “‘ Huntington Bulletin” 
Address office of the President, Dept. T 
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 


Each volume contains 6 complete 
lessons and applications, 32 pages 
of fascinating artwork. Bosed on 
Bible Stories—impresses children 
with God's Holy Low. 

No. |—2 introductory lessons, first 
4 Commandments dealing 
with duty toward God. 

$2.25 


CHRISTIAN 


IT NORTH THIRD 


blot stock. 
cluded. 


No. 2—Last & Commandments 
dealing with duty toward mon, 


THE TWO WAYS 


A story of two children who must 
moke a decision as they face two 
roads of life. Artwork on flannel. 
Illustrated song in- 


PUBLICATIONS 


ST HARRISBURG, PA, 


TORIES — MISSIONARY — MEMORY HELPS 


VISUAL MISSIONARY STORIES 


$2.25 Ten outstanding stories from all 
over the world. Original mission- 
ary choruses written to familior 
melodies. $1.50 


BIBLE VERSES VISUALIZED 


(1) 13 Bible Verses Visualized and 

4 pages of memory aids. $2 00 
(2) 28 Verses Visualized $2.00 
3) 25 New Verses Visualized $2.00 
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W avcasivi MISSIONARY. 
TECHNICAL TRAINING 


HOROUGH technical training plus 
comprehensive instruction in the 
Bible enables Moody’s Missionary Technicians to double 
or triple the effectiveness of missionaries on the field. 

The Missionary Technical Course provides theoretical 
and practical instruction in four fields. 


FLYING—Flight training leading to commercial pilot 
license; ground school covering meteorology, navigation 
and theory of flight as they apply to individual mission 
fields. 


AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR—Concentration 
on maintenance of missionary types of equipment under 
field conditions. 


RADIO AND COMMUNICATIONS—Building and servic- 
ing short-wave equipment under adverse conditions with 
simplest test instruments. Special attention given to 
power supply problems. 


PHOTOGRAPHY—Fundamentals of still and motion 
pictures to adequately portray missions. Field process- 
ing, with stress on problems found in extreme climates. 





Tuition free—expenses reasonable—enroll- 
ment limited. If interested, write imme- 
diately for application and school catalog, 
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153 INSTITUTE PLACE ¢ CHICAGO 10, ILL. 
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done !” Keep His bright reward in view, 
The short season of trial will y'eld great 
returns when we stand before the King. 
Pray that you may have patience to wait 
for the Lord’s commendation for your 
obedience to His will, 


Thurs.—2 Corinthians 4:7-15. 
“Treasure in Earthen Vessels.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We have this 
treasure in earthen vessels.” Christian, 
Christ by His spirit is the heavenly 
treasure in the temple of your body. Re- 
joice that greater is He that is in you 
than he that is in the world. Grieve not 
the Spirit of God. Give proof to others 
that Christ lives in you. Let them hear 
Him speak through you and see that He 
is living in you in your daily life. And 
take good care of your “earthen vessel.” 
Pray that Christ may be magnified in 
your life. 


Fri.—2 Thessalonians 1:3-12. 
Counted Worthy. 
PRAYER SuGcestTions: “Worthy of the 
kingdom of God.” Patience and faith in 
persecutions and tribulations endured on 
the Christian course for Christ’s sake 
show that one has not received the grace 
of God in vain. The sufferer for Christ 
is worthy of his reward. All who walk 
worthy of God, not having defiled their 
garments, shall walk with the Lord in 
white, for they are worthy (Rev. 3:4). 
Pray that your life may be always, only, 
all for Christ. 


Sat.—1 Peter 5:6-11. God Cares. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He careth for 
you.” These words are intended not only 
to comfort us in our troubles, but they 
exhort us to habitually: roll all our care 
upon God, and caution us to avoid need- 
less anxieties. Rest in the arms of your 
Saviour, cast all new cares upon the 
Lord, and avoid giving place to your 
adversary the Devil. Resist him by 
steadfastness in faith, by patient endur- 
ance under trial, and by trusting God 
fully with every concern in your life. 
Pray for a clear understanding of Ro- 
mans 8:28, 


Sun.—Matthew 21:1-11. 
The First Palm Sunday. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Branches 
from the trees.” Everything in the 
earthly life of Christ should be of 
great interest to us. Especially should 
we appreciate the great events in His 
holy life. The manner in which we 
celebrate them is important. Observe 
them simply and lovingly. The apos- 
tles hinted at these events in differ- 
ent ways. They remembered “Palm 
Sunday” (John 12:16). They remem- 
bered His birth, death, and resurrec- 
tion (see also Acts 12:4) and Pente- 
cost (Acts 11:15-17). Let not a 
perversion spoil good observance. 
Appreciate everything that makes you 
think of Christ. Pray for more ap- 
preciation of Christ among Christian 
men and women the world over. 








